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-Rererrine to the rumours about the heavy cost of the presents given by —Asravanra, 
e _ the Government to Sardar Inayetulla Khan, the 
The presents to the Afshin Aryanarta [Ranchi] of the 18th February says thet 
* although the fact has been contradicted by some, it 
is unable to say anything positively, since the Government. has not yet contra- 
dicted the same. ei whee 6 1 
2. In commenting upon the statement of Mr. Brodrick that as the Tibet nn Bice, 
„. expedition was undertaken in the interest of India, Feb. 20:b, 1906, 
‘The Tibet Mios. the whole cost incidental thereto. should be charged 
to her, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th February says that all that 
Mr. Brodrick should have said was that it was at his instance that the expe- 
dition was sent and that it was he who now wanted India to bear the cost of 
that expedition, What has India gained or can gain by the expedition? 


| II. Hou ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 1 15 ie 
3. A correspondent of the Eurdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 14th Bospwax sana, 
8 February makes the following — in con- Feb. 14th, 2006. 
— eee erh with the question of polioe reform in 
| ndia:— : 

» The judicial and executive functions should be separaten. 

2) In each district, the leading zamindars and educated men should 

be consulted and the opinions of the majority accepted as the 


ng should be 


istrate, and should form part of the records of the case. 

100 Panchayets should be authorised to act as arbitrators. 

(6) Government should offer encouragement to panchayets just as it 
does in the case of Honorary Magistrates, and their tenure of 
office should be extended to three or five years at a time. 

(7) In order that a person, who has made any complaint against a 
panchayet or police officer, may not, in future, be molested out 
of revenge by the latter, it is desirable that all charges which 
may in future be brought against such a person by the panchayet 
or police should be ingdired into, not by any Magistrate, but 
by a Civil Court. ‘tlhe ae Be 
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towns, leaving the villages a to party-strife. We are therefore somewhat 
nbttal if ally worthy men will be available for service as Presidents of 
the panchayets. Considering the strained relations which now exist between 
the zamindar class and their tenants, we do not think anybody 3 any 
office in a zamindar’s estate. should be eligible for the responsible office of 
panchayet. | . 
5. We have said, and we again say, writes the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
iid 18th February, that the good and honourable 
nae intentions of the Government in proposing to form 
panchayet unions in Bengal will be frustrated if able, honest and : God-fearing 
men are not appointed as panchayets. Almost every village in Bengal has 
its rendezvous where bad men meet to form and discuss plans of mischief. _ 
District Magistrates should depute able and dexterous officers to mix with these 
men in these places in disguise and know their true character. Every village 
has its busy man who is expert in managing litigation and fostering disputes 
between e, am These men are always influential in villages, If they 
are made panchayets, woe to the — ear A correspondent recommends the 
appointment of detectives under President panchayets to secretly enquire into 
the habits of villagers and the sources of crimes. The editor says that there 
should be spies also over the actions of panchayets themselves. 
6. A correspondent of * e [Calcutta] of the 18th Februar 
1 makes the following suggestions in connection wit 
— 08 the subject of 1 reform — 


(1) The Secretary and other officials employed under the panchayets 
should not be appointed by Government but should be elected 
by the local public. Government should see that no undeservin 
men are elected through the influence of bribery or force. And, 
further, the elections should be renewed at the end of each year. 

(2) Government should see that the panchayets are not unduly coerced 
in any way by the police or the District Magistrates or the 

_ gamindars. 1 

(3) Petty civil and criminal suits should be disposed of by the panchayets, 
and even cases of a more important nature should pass through 
8 hands of the pauchayets before they are sent up to the regular 

(4) In the trials held. before the panchayets, no court-fees should be 
charged and no vakils or mukhtars allowed to appear. 

(5) The work now done Oy the rural Sub-Registrars should in. future 
be performed by the panchayets; and the Secretary and other 
employés of the panchayet should be properly remunerated from 
the proceeds of the registration fees, the chaukidari tax, and 
other petty sources of income. | oe es 

(6) The panchayets should be given the necessary powers and funds in 
order to construct and maintain village roads, tanks, temples, 
barwart, schools, dispensaries, and also to undertake the improve- 

ment of village sanitation and village industries. 

(7) The panchayet should depend for the tenure of his office on the 
suport of the village public. As soon as it appears that the 
485 has forfeited the confidence of his fellow - villagers, he 
should be N to resign, and a fresh election held. 

(8) The police should not visit any village on duty unless summoned by 

the panchayet.. Ordinarily all depositions and the like should 

be taken in the presence of the panchayet. Panchaye should 


be permitted to possess the necessary fire-arms in o er to help 


them to keep the peace. 3 : 

(9) Charges of bribery and favouritism brought against any panchayet 
should be investigated by accredited ment r spies). 
No anonymous Complaints should be rejected merely as such. 
If ‘bribes are accepted, only the person who offered the bribe 
should be held responsible. “Even without any specific complaint, 
secret inquiries into the conduct of the 1 ne ts should’ be 
undertaken from time to time. Inthe old Hindu days when there 
were no newspapers, the kings used to employ chars, or goendas 


: Gs ae 
(spies) in order to keep themselves informed of the public wants 


and of the character of individual officials; Government intends 


* g the panchayet system. It would only complete the good 
work if, along with it, it were also to revive the system of 
employing chars or hies. 
7. The Nikar [Contai] of the 21st February writes as follows in connec- 
3 tion with the subject of chaukidari reform: 
. . We understand that the President of the 
panchayets under Mr. Savage’s scheme of reform are proposed to be invested 
with judicial and police powers to 4 certain extent. We do not know if this can 
be said to be any real reform. We t 
assessed in the mufassal, and, also, if it is quite possible to secure just assessments 
employing local men. 11 Government is really moved by the distress of the 
ers it should abolish the chankidari tax altogether. Or at least the tax 
should be made, like the road cess, a part of the rent, so that there might be no 
risk of any doubt arising as to its fixity pr incidence. Government could in that 
case collect the tax from the zam „ and the zamindars again could realise 
it from their tenants with their rents. The rate of the tax should bear a fixed 
relation to the quantity of land held. The case of those who do not possess 
any land, but live by service or trading, could be separately dealt with by some 
arrangement for taxation according to income. nies 
8. A correspondent writing to the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th 
1 oe 2 complains 8 Ge reer tax in the 
Suggested changes of jurisdic. anyan union in the Hooghly district is oppres- 
ie — sively’ heavy. The reuson is ‘that the num! ae of 
houses in the villages of Beledanga and Gurjala is 
very small and the inhabitants very poor. e burden of paying for the 
chaukidars of these villages therefore falls mostly on the union generally. 
Beledanga and Haira are so situated with respect to each other that of certain 
houses one portion is ineluded in the first village and another portion in the 
second, The residents of these houses have therefore to pay taxes in both 
the villages. The population of Beledanga is very small, and that of Haira 
is not very large either. These two villages might therefore be amalgamated 
into one charge under a single chaukidar, A similar amalgamation for similar 
reasons is desirable between Gurjala and Gons. 
The arbitrary grouping of certain villages to form a union gives rise to 
a great many inconveniences, It is desirable that a rule should be made that 
no village in a union shall be situated at a distance of more than two miles from 
any other village included in that union. Haira is situated at a distance of 
about two or three hundred cubits from Khanyan, but it is included in the new 
Taragun union situated at a distance of more than four miles. If this 
incongruity is to be removed, certain readjustments of thang jurisdiction also 
would become necessary. ae Bese : 3 es, 
9. A correspondent writes from Montoopi, Matlabganj, to the Trspure 
sca ot tive passes, Fah (Chmilla] of the 14th Fobrusry:— 
ee ee On the 30th and 3 Ist January 1745 stranger, 
a Bengali Hindu by race, appeared here, and gave his name as Jadav Chandra 
Basu. He d himself off as the local | Sub-[aspector of Schools, and 
induced certain teachers of about a dozen pothsalas in the Matlabganj 
to part with about ten rupees each on the pretext that he would procure for 


those pathaalas grants-in-aid from Government and also presents of school 


furniture and maps, He thus cleared a total sum of over a hundred xupee 
and has aince disappearéd. So far as is known, M. Mahammad Aftabuddin is 
the present Sub. Ins 10: 
authorities inquire into the facts of this case? | 5 
10. The Barisa! Aitaishi [Barisal] of the 15th February writes:— 
We announced in a former issue of our pa 
police Blint against the Barisal the death of Dr. Mathuranath Das, as the result o 
8 2 collision between the boat on which he was 
travelling on the Barisal river aud @ steamer. But, unfortunately, althongh 
notice of the occurrence was sent to the Kotwali thana in the course of an 


hour, the steamer responsible for the secident bas not yet been traced. Some 


r 


people suspect it to be the Noakhali steamer. 


greatly doubt if taxes are ever justly 


pector of Schools of the Matlabganj thans. Will the 
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V 
11. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore] of the 15th Feb 


bruary notices an 


: alarming increase in that district in the practice 
Cow. killing in Midrapore. 4 of slau ghterin g Cc ows for their skins, 15 This ae * 


of cows, which had hitherto been effected secretly by poison, is now going to be 
undertaken in a public manner. Not to speak of goats and sheep, cows are 
being secretly stolen from their sheds at night, and killed for the sake of their 
skins. Notaday passes without its complaint of theft of sheep, goat or cow. 
To cope with this great increase of crime, the following points are suggested 
for the consideration of the police: 


(1) The police of each thana should require the owners of all hide 
depots situated in that thana to keep a note of the names of the 
rsons who supply them with hides, as.also of the manner in 
which the hides were obtained. ‘The police should. check the 
correctness of the notes before any consignment of these skins 

is allowed to go to Calcutta. | 


(2) Instructions should also be issued to owners of hide depdts never 
to accept skins freshly separated from the bodies. They are not 
to accept hides from any suppliers whose names are not approved 
by the police, | 


12. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
15th February writes as follows:— 
The manner in which the people of this 
country are sometimes treated by the Anglo-Indians, reminds us of the well- 
known fable about Ihe frogs and the boys.“ The Anglo-Indians cannot 
okten conceive that the natives can be put to any inconvenience, and even when 
they do so they do not mind it. The other day a number of Europeans took 
it into their See to run a motor- race from Howrah to Asansol. The leader 
of this band of boy sahebs was our Lieutenant- Governor. They did not care to 
see whether or no the race would cause any inconvenienee or loss to the people. 
They desired the race, and the race was run. All the way from Howrah to 
Asansol, a distance of not less than 150 miles, was guarded by police 
constables and chaukidars, and all sorts of traffic were stopped on it for some 
hours on two days. The services of many Head-Constables, Sub-Inspectors 
and Inspectors of Police were requisitioned. Some time ago Mr. Carey, the 
Magistrate of Hooghly, said that as there were not more than 500 police 
constables in that district the number of gun licenses to be granted in it should 
not exceed 500. Did he not remember this when he deputed most of the police 
constables and chaukidars in the district to guard the route of the motor-race? 
If a riot or a dacoity had occurred at any place during their absence, who 
would have answered for it? Who supplied them with rasad and gave them 
laces for rest for the two days? The cost ought to have been borne either 
y the sakebs who ran the race or by the Lieutenant-Governor who was their 
leader in this juvenile affair. But surely neither of them bore it. Who bore 
the cost then? Either the Government or the villagers on both sides of the 
route of the race. The closing of the route to all sorts of traffic caused great 
inconvenience to people. Many people had even to postpone for some hours the 
important ceremony of Vssarjan in connection with the rend Puja, 


The motor-car trial. 
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14. The Bharat Mitra J Caloutts] of the 18h Febr 
Ad by tho lat Motor car trial of. February had been 
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Kabuli oppression in Hooghly. a | cane 
Some Kabulis have been residents in this village for a long time past. 
They live by money-lending, charging interest at a monthly rate of two pice 
per rupee. Their ‘clients are mostly of the poorer class. Recently one of 
these clients named Kirtivas Dubay was so severely beaten by these Kabulis 
for failing to repay his debt that he had to keep to his bed for about two 
weeks at a stretch. It is to be deeply regretted that the case has been com- 
promised at the instance of the constable who came from the thana to inquire 
into it. 3 i ? 
186. The Jyots Chittagong] of the 16th February, in noticing a recent Jrort, 
A dancerous hat in Chittagong, Oase Of murder of one Dina Nath Barnikya, a well- Feb. 16th, 1908. 
ak bons. known goldsmith of Sitakund, while on a visit to 
“Hadi Fakir’s Rat,“ which is only eight miles north of that place, warns the 
local police to keep a strict eye on this hdt. This dt has long enjoyed a very 
evil reputation as the rendezvous of a gang of ruffians, and reports of some 
murders committed there have long been current. — 
17, The Howrah Hitaisht [ Howrah] of the 18th February calls for an Ronan Hira ant, 
An alle nation ageinet 4 volice induiry into the following allegations made by a rev 18th, 1905. 
FP ok egation against a police correspondent :— 2 
Some time ago, acase of theft of two gold 
earrings occurred in village Rajmahal in thana Jagatballabhpur in Howrah. 
The theft was traced, and an attempt was being made to settle the case 
1 when Babu Sasi Bhusan Mitter, the local panchayet, came to hear 
of it. He immediately reported the matter to the thana on the 24th September 
last. If the police had immediately visited the scene of the occurrence all 
would have been well. But the daroga of the thana was then away on leave, 
and Babu Satis Chandra Deb, the jemadar in charge, delayed coming till the 
7th December following, on which day, at 5 in the morning, he suddenly 
surrounded the house of the culprit, and kept him under observation in the 
house of the local panchayet. At 5 in the afternoon of the same day the 
jemadar, who was found chewing betels offered by the accused, left the place 
after having ordered the unconditional release of the culprit. 3 


(6)— Working of the Couris. 


18. In continuing his correspondence in English in the columns of the = painmpm, 
Pratinidhi [Comilla] of Ist February on The Fob. 1st, 1905, 
vagaries of a Magistrate” [see paragraph 24 of 
the Report on Native Papers in Bengal for the week ending the 4th February 

1905], a correspondent mentions the following specific case, of which he was 
an eye-witness, .as an typical illustration of Mr. Mehta’s method of trying 
Cases :— eee 7 

Two ns lodged complaints against each other. One of them had some injuries on 
2 which were shown to the Court and in support of which a medical certificate was 

80 


„The vagaries of a Magistrate.” 


After recording the initial statements of the complainant, Mr. Mehta at once asked 
2 * to compromise on pain of being bound down under section 107, Criminal Proce- 
ure 9. 1 . g e i 

One of the complainants.threatening to prove obdurate, Mr. Mehta at 
once asked his peshkar to draw up a proceeding under section 107, Criminal 
Procedure Code, against not only the complainaate themselves: but against 
their sons to boot. A proceeding was forthwith drawn up, the parties were 
instantaneously served with a verbal notice to show cause why they should 

g. to the established practice of his ae 


not be bound down. Then, accordin . practice 
Court, Mr. Mehta again thundered forth his order to the parties to give their 


‘ 
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Feb. 14th, 1905. 


Bankoma, Darran, 
Feb. 16th, 1905. 


Feb. 18th 1905. 


Feb, 9th, 1905. 


Daity Brravabi, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 
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consent to being bound down and to the mukhtars to advise.and induce: their 
clients in that behalf. The fellows had by that time realised the hope- 
lessness of their situation atid they therefore esed their unwilling consent 
and closed with the offer made hy the Court. The Magistrate then passed his 
final order and the two complainants found themselves bound down under 
section 107. About the two original yeas arpa tinge before Mr. Mehta, 
both the cases were summarily dismissed under section 203, Criminal Procedure 
e.” | 3 1 | : j 1 
ee 19. Writing on the question of the suggested abolition of the Pingna 
: Munsifi in Mymensingh, a correspondent of the. 
u ate Pingu Mansifit » conte Oharu Mihir (Mymensingh) of the 14th F 
| contradicts, point by point, the statements mado 
in favour of the proposed abolition by another correspondent of the same 
paper in its issue of the 31st January 1905, [see paragraph 23 of the Report 
on Native Papers in Bengal for the week ending the 11th February 1905}. 
20. With reference to the road-cess revaluation work now going on 
in the district of Bankura, the Bankura Darpan 
Road-cess revaluation work in { Bankura | of the 16th February writes:— | 
Bankura. 2 2 4 
Government is now in many cases collecting 
the cesses on account of abhiraj lands from zamindars and talukdara. Now, 
where the lathiraj is not admitted by these zamindars and talukdars and 
Government insists on realising the cesses out of their pockets, the latter 
in their turn cannot realise anything from the lakhirajdar. The work of 
deciding which land is rent-paying or rent free and which is not is one 
which the Deputy Collectors in charge of the revaluation work are not com- 
etent to undertake. Both talukdars and zamindars are being made to suffer 
y this arrangement. They are * made to admit lakhtrajes practically under 
compulsion. It is desirable that in the case of these lands, dakhtraj in regard 
to which is not admitted by the superior malits, the responsibility for 
coliecting the cess should rest direct in the hands of Government. 
21. Referring to the Rolt case, a correspondent of the Bangavasi 
5 Calcutta] of the 18th February is sorry that some 
* Of the Indian newspaper editors who are altogether 
ignorant of Mr. Lea’s habits have vilified him. There are few civilians who 
ure so good and just as Mr. Lea. His behaviour with even natives is highly 
praiseworthy. He is incapable of wounding the feelings of any gentleman. 


(d) — Education. 


22. The qyoti [Chittagong] of the 9th February strongly protests against 

| the manner in which a number of Comilla ‘students 

8 ,Pinishment of some have been punished by the educational authorities 

For vicious character. Fifteen students have been 

rusticated for life, 2 for six months and 12 for one year. Is this the way to 

teach morality to students? What principle is it that justifies the authorities 

in blasting the lives of 15 young boys on the pretext of teaching them morality ? 

It is inconceivable how any man can support the above punishment with a 
clear conscience. The authorities are requested to reconsider the matter. 

23. Referring to the Viceroy’s Convocation speech, the Daily Hitavadi 


— waa o ([Oalcutta] of the 13th February writes | 
„„ eaten Lord Curzon talking about veracity reminds 


as oe us of the well-known sioka of the Sanskrit moralist 
Bhartrihari, wherein State policy is compared to a public woman, in order to 
‘describe its inconstancy, its use of truth and untruth, and of flattery and rebuke, 
as each suits the occasion best. age 
We do not know how far this lecture on the love of truth will appeal to 
the young men to whom it was primarily addressed, coming as it does from 
the lips of one who was responsible for the Tibet Mission and the Official 
Secrets Act. But we are sure that even these young men could not fail fo 
notice His Excellency’s attitude towards the educated natives which this speec 
1 The oause of truth can never be furthered by those who extol truth 
mere 22 a pretext 1 his 1 ap bor own venom. PC are 
% one passage of this speech Lord Curzon said that even without telling a 
lie aman may be guilty of untruth all his life. The n A is as 


. ae 
& Ser ie ee 


( 169 ) 


culpable as the dissemination of. an v 
Curzon was not aware of this. le of morals at the time , 
his Official Secrets Act. But evidently the great’ value of this pri 
been brought home to him by the fact that the Indian Press at 
refrained from praising that measure. ee | 
We can easily 7 75 at the ideas which were 


Curzon’s mind when. llency: warned the new graduates to be 
larly on their guard 


i 
inst flattery and vituperation. He was thinking of 
the praise which the Native Press had showered on Mr, Gokhale and his 
supporters, and the dispraise with which they had greeted His Excellency. _ 

When His Excellency expresses the opinion that authority never 
be won by those who daily preach that authority exists only to be reviled,” 
we can see that he is merely pouring invective in veiled language on the heads 
of the educated community in India, in anger at the attitude of the Native 
Press. Curiously enough, after indulging in all this calumny himself, he goes 

ir 
that 


on to warn the young men against acquiring habits of 11 


opponents. It was not without a good deal of experience of the worl 


ishnusarma wrote his famous sloka about the ease with which men always offer 
advice to others. ; ita 
24. Continuing its criticism on the Viceroy’s Convocation speech, the Damr Hreavant. 


The Viceroy’s Convocation * — nn & the 1400 February 
9 5 The gross bad taste which His Excelleney has 
betrayed by going out of his way to unjustly abuse educated Indians, while dis- 
coursing on the general question of the necessity of cultivating a love of truth, 
and a feeling of respect for opponents and on other kindred topics, has made 
many sympathetic Englishmen ashamed of him, Our contemporary, the States- 
man, hearing such unbecoming 2 from the lips of one who represents the 
mejesty of King Edward in India, rules a population of thirty crores, and is 
Chancellor of a University, wrote: What mischievous demon it was that 
rage the Chancellor to compose and deliver the discourse which fell from 


im yesterday it is beyond our power to imagine.” Fancy the audacity of Lord 


Curzon speaking as he did! It is the Indian people on whose money (which 
is practically their life-blood) he is fattening, and yet, addressing youn 
Indians, he speaks of their leading men, who command universal respect, in 
offensive terms as liars slanderers, flatterers, concocters of mare’s neste and 
the like. The meanness of it all is so very palpable as to have been 
comprehended even by those young men and boys who were present at the 
Convocation. : : OTHE | : Pee 

Lord Curzon’s concluding advice to the assembled graduates was to this 
effect:—Be true Indians—that.is the prompting of nationality. Undoubte 
this is excellent to the ear, but may we inquire if they come straight from 
Excellency’s heart? Is it @ plain truth in the sense in which His Excellency 
advised his audience of young men to speak the plain truth? Suppose these 
young men act on Lord Curzon’s advice, and become real patriots,, will they 
then tolerate sueh strong abuse by Lord Curzon directed against the foremost 

orth Tym * Will not then a bo: saying like that 

the highest conception of truth is to a e extent a Western conception” 
cause a feeling of keen pain in their minds? We do not know of any other 
official of equal position having ever given such strong offence to the Indian 


peoples by such uncontrolled language. 


and worthiest of their countr 


According to Lord Curzon, Asiatics are pre-eminently characterised by a. 


love of untruth and exaggeration. From the political point of View it was 
highly objectionable to have given public expression to such a sentiment, even 
if it was true. But it is not true. Are these faults monopolised by Asiatics? 
Are not these faults found also to prevail largely among Europeans? Have 
not Asiatics already received sufficient evidences of the veracity of Europeans 
and of their adherence to moral principles? Ia. Lord Curzon ignorant of the 
strong language in which the Press of England, America and France attack 
the r and the measures of the official classes of those countries? Does 


keenness of invective which prevails in those free countries? And still Lord 


Curzon does not find words sufficiently strong to abuse the Indian Press. What 
can be a better illustration of the occidental love of truth? 


the Press of a subject country like India show traces of a hundredth part of che 


Feb. 14th, 1906. 
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DaILY Hitavani, 
Feb. 16th, 1905. 


Dan HitavaDi, | 
Feb. 17th, 1905. 
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We turn next to His Excellency’s advice to the students to “try to form 


ey ent judgment.” Does His Excellency mean what he says here? 
it 15 „ explain the rebuke to which he himself treated the 


wle Mr. Gokhale in the Legislative Council in the course of the debate 
pags Universities Validation Bill? Of what offence was Mr. Gokhale guilty ? 
He merely attempted under a sense of duty to show the very ““ mental 
independence” which His Excellency advises the University graduates to 
cultivate. Does not a similar fate await all young men at His Excellency’s 
hands who act on His Excelleney’s advice to cultivate a love of truth, an independ- 
ence of judgment and patriotism? Can it be that Lord Curzon desires to see 
all the young men of India rebuked and humiliated in this fashion? Otherwise 
what can be the hidden meaning of this advice? on i 

What His Excellency really meant to say tothe students was that they 
should not place any reliance on the opinions of the newspapers. His 
Excellency might have avoided all this round-about way of speaking and 
plainly said: Take no account of the opinions of the cheap Native Press; do 
not again rely wholly on your own judgment; read the costly European 
newspapers, and learn to accept with reverence as gospel truth anything they 
might say. If His Excellency had spoken in this fashion we might have 
rejoiced in an exhibition of the Western love of truth. 

What His Excellency says about the inefficacy of mere speech and the 
necessity of more action in public life in India is true in the abstract. But 
considering that in this country free movement is harassed at every step by 
officials, many men of action are compelled to resort to speech-making in order 
to gain the sympathy and support of the public to their cause. ae 

The sum of the whole question is that an astute character like Lord Curzon 
should not have assumed the function of a preacher of morals. 

25. The Daily N ere. of the 16th February quotes the three 

0 


Mila ae owing passages, “as clearly showing how the 
2 Viceroy's Convocation truthful habits of the Indian people have been 


increased as the result of their contact with the 
truth-loving nations of the West” :— 


Mr. Robert Needham Oust:— As to the demoralising effect of our control on the 

character of the native, we have presented to us the most fearful corroboration of what was 
asserted by Shore, and reiterated by Campbell In the course of comparatively few 
years we succeed in destroying whatever of truthfulness and honour they have by nature 
and substituting in its place habits of trickery, chicanery and falsehood. Every native 
will tell you that it is impossible, nowadays, to find an honest man. . Our whole 
system of law and government and education tends to make the natives clever, irreligious, 
litigious scamps. No man can trust another. Formerly a verbal promise was as — as 
a bond. Then bonds became necessary. Now bonds go for nothing and no prudent banker 
will land money without receiving landed property in pledge. ‘You are only to compare our 
new provinces with our old. a „ tee | 

From the recently acquired Punjab, where the people have had little of our law 
and government and education, are comparatively trut and honest, the population 
3 and worse as you descend lower and lower to our old possessions 2 Caloutta 
an ie „ 

1 ee a US gf longer we have had these districts, the yee 
apparently do lying and litigation prevail, the more are morals vitiated, the more are rig 
involved in doubt, fhe more are foundations shaken - - 5 

_ Captain Westmaoott:— I have no hesitation in affirming that in the Hindu and 
Mussalman cities removed from European interoourse, there is much less depravity than either 
in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay where Europeans chiefly congregate.” 


26. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th February quotes the two 


ee ti following as „living testimonies to the 
The  Vioeroy’s Convocation veracity o truth-loving 00 statesmen.” 
em TDyehe first occurs in a letter written by the Marquis 
of Hastings to the then Resident at Hyderabad under date October 25th, 1822, 
and is as follows: ere Seats 


„ When, for our private views, the Nizam was constrained to support a body of our troops 
to be stationed near his capitals the then Government disguised the ra aol 5 essiveness 
mating him ay a portibs of our army for holding him in thraldom, by a sturdy declaration 
that is Highn ess has spontaneously sought the aid of a subsidiary force to secure his person 
and territories. The measure, however, really placed him at our mercy. It was hardly to be 
| 3 that our advantage would not be abused; and it was abused. The independence 
which the very conditions of the com pact recognised and pledged us to respect was set at 


nought.” 


* 


The second is an extract f ie de Vattel, the great 


authority on international law: 3 , e eee 
“The faith of 2 in basely prostitute : ‘whom we 


ee 
— cam hi a far Donat 


3 


Caaru Mis, 
Feb. 14th, 1905. 


zed atthe ca skint whic 
of a 1 pond for this year's 
Convocation speech. 


We ars sorry to see the ignorance — ri “which the Viceroy has ee 
betrayed in his utterances. Greek historians and Chinese travellers have left 
records of their testimonies to the veracity of the Indians in an age when | 
Europe was immersed in the — n. If the Viceroy had’ reflected 9 
how far European politics is d on truth, if he hed reflected how far the a 
dignity of truth is respected by Western politicians in the attainment of their | 
ends, His Excellency should not have opened his lips on this subject at all. ot 
The reflection on Indian epics in which Lord Curzon has indulged in thre ae 
course of his speech shows to what follies @ man may be betrayed by sheer 
ignorance. 
' 28. Referring to Lord Curzon’s last Convocation speech, the Sri Sri Vishnu fat Sat Youre 
. Priya-o- Ananda Basar Patrika [Calcutta]! ot ‘the Bazan Parazea, 
4 9 en, Convocation 15th February writes as follows: .d 16th, 1906. 
We deny that the highest ideal of truth is a 
Western conception. Lord Curzon’s statement in this connection was surely due 
to hie ignorance of the Hindu Sastras. 
When His Excellency spoke of the bad ‘habit noticed in newspapers of 


922. . 
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publishing false rumours about State matters, ‘he had surely the Pioneer’ and 
some other newspapers in his mind which had published many rumours about the 
partition g 
We deny that it is the habit of the people of this country to speak il of 
officials when they deserve to be praised. 
His Excellency has advised students to form their own opinion in every 
matter without being influenced by the opinions of others. That this advice 
runs counter to a well-known principle of mental science is proved : 
Dr. Bain in the article named Free-will Controvers a ” in his book entitled | 
„Mental and Moral Science.” To a Hindu who is guided in eve matter by : | 
the teachings of his , the above princ:ple enunciated by Lord Curzon is not i | 
even worth a passing thought. 1 
Lord Curzon was perfectly right in what he said about the Fan, 1 
speakers of India. 


20. The a [Oaleutta of the 15th Fe has the following on the duet, „ 
13 see Vice 8 debe, er. under the eading 65 1 
speech. 9 Convocation m The Truthful Englishman” :— a ae 
In the course of the debate on the Universities 
Velidation Bill, Mr. Gokhale had so smashed the Viceroy that the latter could 
hardly hold up his head. This exposure in the Council had caused Lord Ouraon | 
great heart - burning, and His Excellency . to relieve his feelings — 
in his advice to the graduates and under-graduntes of the Calcutta University. | — 
What was the real object of his advice? ing but to abuse us. i 
Like a shameless man he said that Euro . 
2 of 13 ie orzo 8 
ere adepts in This is the height of pres 
that whilst the Via, abused our samen’ BEE fathe 
whole Hindu race, not one among his audie 
=x) Many big wen were present there. 
and ‘le ; 
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Sanupura, 
Feb. 16th, 1906. 
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any motive to create 


will be enough 
actuated, however, 


of their conduct in India, whic 
and love of truth. We are not fev 
disaffection against Englishmen. Lord Curzon has dealt w at the 
respect of the Hindus and has attempted to show that they a lower status 
in morals than Englishmen, We take this as an insult and endeavour. to 
show that Englishmen do not rate truth at its true worth or glory, and that 
they ought to learn the value of truth from Hindus. Lee 
To take the conquest of India. That conquest was effected by English- 
men by deceit and treachery. Clive was a consummate cheat. The deception 


he practised against Umi Chand will be written for all time in hist in 
black letters. Everybody knows the English Government's treatment of Cheit — 


Singh and the Begums of Oudh. Again, Sindh was forcibly taken from the 
Mirs in violation of a treaty. e | 
To come to recent times, Lord Curzon’s deeds alone give sufficient in- 
dication of the truthfulness of Englishmen. His Excellency went for sport 
and amusement to the Nizam’s dominions and coaxed that chief out of the 
Berars. Under the promptings of what policy of truthfulness was this done? 
There was a valid treaty that when the Nizam’s debt to the British Govern- 
ment was liquidated, the province would be restored to him. The province, 
however, was annexed in violation of that treaty, and yet it was shamelessly 
given out that the Nizam had voluntarily made it.over to the’ British Govern- 
ment. The Prime Minister of England declared that the British Government 
had acquired a sort of right to it by virtue of their long administration of the 
vince, A charmingly straightforward policy! Let Lord Curzon lay his 
load on his heart and say whether by this act of his he. respected truth or 
violated it, The fact is that our Viceroy is an extremely artful man. He 
wanted to apply the self-same policy in the case of Tibet. 8 
This is the man who charges us with crookedness and duplicity, although 
it is the English and the other European nations who have gained a notoriety 
for these qualities. wR a age 
We may be asked if the history of the Hindus contains no instances of 
duplicity like those referred to above. Our answer will be, it does, but that, 
unlike Englishmen, the Hindu never defends or justifies them, as is done in 
English histories in those cases in which Englishmen are guilty of duplicity. 
English history, for instance, sings Elizabeth’s praise, but it is now well 
known that for mendacity she had not her equal. There is no use raking 


up old matters. What has been said is enough to show Englishmen in their 


Wos can hardly contain our laughter on hearing Lord Curzon blame us for 


‘being fond of exaggeration. We may plead guilty to the charge, but we 
certainly have not the ,audacity to Ae Mad nies ‘do. A few 


ears ago, news came from Peking that all Euro children had been 
ed. Europe was all indignation at the news, but soon after it became 
known that the news was entirely false. Take, again, Mr. Churchill’s glowin 
accounts from Africa, at the time of the Boer war, of the manner in whic 
De Wet effected his flight hidden in the midst of herds of. cattle, and yet it is 
well known that the accoumts were pure fiction. Lord Curzon seems, for the 
moment; to be guided i, gs evil genius. But, if he does not, when he comes 
to his senses, retract his words, we shall never forgive him, He has insulted 
2 only the people of India, but their Sovereign who loves them #0 


30. Referring to Lord 


” 


Arsen j last Convooation speech, the Sandlys 


85 * Europeans are in the habit of calling the 
English “perfidious Albion.” Does Lord Curzon know the cause of this? 
0 


cast a sprinkling of truth at its botton. ‘The Viceroy ag. 
uropean” conception of truth is very high, Why are. the 


lish 
sentative of the 


must keep their own honour 

have borne it | ) 

venom of party s dente. It is for this reason that we 
are making th e did not know that our Viceroy was 


such an i Steed r Greeks. The 
visitors were astonished at the love of truth shown by Hindus and highly 
praised them for it. Still the Viceroy would say that truth was first hon 
in Europe. When the Viceroy’s forefathers used to roam about like wild wild 
bedi, indus had long learnt how to honour truth. 
English have sequired the defect that marks all upstarts. 
conceited. They praise themselves on the pretext of gi 
Let the Viceroy withdraw his words, or he would be guilty 


King and his. conscience would never give him rest. 5 Lan 
31. The Sandhya ee of the 21st February writes: - | 


criticising Lord Curzon for his Convocation 

2 we addressed 60 some very harsh words to 
is Ex We have probabl. exhausted the 
in our search for harsh words. II there remain 


2 


Convocation 


The Viceroy’s 
speech. ) 


vocabulary of our lan 


any still more barsh, ‘are still Lord Curzon’s due. He does not re 
or perhaps he refuses to recognise, the magnitude of the offence of which’ he 
has been guilty, Preachers of ious denominations had ‘always 


abused the Hindus, but the fear of the Government had hitherto been a restraint 
on their rei But it looks as if this restraint is now to go. An * 2 
correspondent has written to one of the papers saying that as the result 

intimate intercourse of 30 years with the natives of this coun 
to know that they are a nation of liars. Formerly nobody would dare to 
make such a statement publicly. But now that the person whois at the head 
of the European community in India himself sets such an example of shame- 
lessness, can we expect persons of inferior position any lo to put a 
curb on their tongues? The stirring up * hatred is a penal offence. 
But where the Viceroy himself defies the law, the dignity of the law neces- 
sarily suffers, and the daun runs the risk of getting into a state of chaos. 
Henceforth missionaries and boorish Europeans without any apprehen- 
sions whatever, continue to insult the Hindu race 5 the Hindu igion. 


pe Sandhya [Caloutta] of the 22nd February writes: - 


We are ‘accustomed to boast that English 
1 Mint A Convoeation education has created in our minds a of 


self. But Lord Curzon’s Convocation, 
proves how very vain that boast is. If we had any real self-respect, we 
should certainly have never submitted with bowed heads to being insulted by 
the Viceroy. The oung udtes at the Convocation were of course too 


anxious about their. for us to them to set any example in this 
connection. But we cannot. understand how those who are the leaders. of 
N whose future is and to whom the frowns. or of 
2 cannot mean much could es like 2 oreatures i in 
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SAV, 
Feb. 16th, 1905. 


BaNGavasl, 
Feb. 18th , 1905. 


Baakat Mrraa, 
Feb. 18th, 1905 


and 4820 at this . 

Some months ago we quoted proofs from Lord Ge s own ere of the 
falsehoods in which he indulged and the cunning which he exhibited in the 
course of his travels in Korea. So the claim about the highest ideal of truth 
being a Western conceptiats comes with an ill-grace from His Exeellency’s 


7 34. The Bangavasi (Oe of the 18th February writes as follows: 

e idea so long entertained by people that 

Lord Curson’s Convocation Lord Curzon never said anything Be A out consider- 

8 55 ing it from all points of view, has been shaken by 

His Excellency’s last Convocation speech, which bore clear signs of ignorance 

and thoughtlessness on his part. Some demon surely prompted him on that day 
thing 


to sa s which he it never to have said. He made a lalate 
which was altogether false. To the students he said, Do not exag r do 
not flatter; do not slander; do not impute.” But at the same time he himself 
exaggerated, slandered and im puted. He said, “the highest ideal of truth 
is to a | extent a Western e And again. Undoubtedly truth 
took a bigh place in the moral code of the West before it had been similarly 
honoured d in the East, where craftiness and diplomatic wile have always been 
held in much repute. „ This is false. And this falsehood arose ‘out of his 
norance of the Hindu. literature and Sastras. Men like Lord Reay, Max 
1 uller and others who knew the Hindus and their Sastras have ‘sai or 
contrary things about them. Many things which Lord Curzon said abc 
e tion, speechification, &c., were true, but his imputation of the 
of f to the East was false. It is not our purpose here to — 
whether truth is duly honoured in the literatures and by the nations of the 
West, and whether it was duly honoured by Lord Ourson himself when i in 
the land of Korea he concesled his true age in order to show his experience 
in political matters. What we intend to say here is that 3 before the West 
erged from its state of barbarism and darkness, the great s iritual sages of 
India had given truth the highest place in their moral codes. The indu 
sastras forbid people to tell lies even in jest, and Judhisthira, the great hero 
of the Mahabharata, is said to have been taken to hell for a single lie im his life. 
America has nowadays. learnt to honour the spirit of truthfulness of Hindus 
and we are sure that had Lady Curzon been present in India at the time, much 
2 ps said by Lord. Carson in that unhap py speech would never have 
n sai 


35. The ‘Bharat “Mitre [Calcutta] of the 18th February ‘hes the 


: followin 
7 en, + Convocstion speech. 3 Lord Co Curzon had long disappointed the people 
of this country by his Work. They were fully convinced that they were nob 
to expect any liberal treatment at his hands, But it was their firm conviction 
that he is not in the habit of using harsh words and that whenever he speaks, 
he speaks after due consideration, We are sorry that Lord Curzon has lost 
even that trait in his charact 


t since coming out to India this, the second time. 
By his openly m 


aking use of abusive lan d sarcasm to Mr, Gokhale and 
other educated Indiaus in his last Coun 33 he is aie 3 


Jon vocation mene he made short 9 of 7 
two speeches occupy the 8 Lyd * this 


these speeches His Excellen uite forgot. the 
holds, and that he is the representa ntative of the Em aa an Ne ruler 0. ch 
therwise, in an assembly of learned Indians which 


moral weakness and by his 
also. The full text of 15 0 
In makin 


millions « of subject people, O od | 
contained, besides young stude ents, many ‘elderly men, he would not have ; 


r 
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rred to his own countrymen'as a model of truth after having called the 
—.— liars, dishonest, crafty a exaggeration and s on. Those 
of the Indians who were present on the occasion were very much pained and 
jeved to hear the Viceroy’s:discourse. They had never an occasion to hear 
grieved 4 cours nthe vans 1 i 
such mean things from a — before. The Amrita Bazar Pairike has clearly 
shown by specific instances what the habit of Lord Curzon was ten years ago. 
36. In giving the substance of Lord Curzon’s last Convocation speech, 
the same paper says that His Excellency preached 
The University Convoeation. % ermon on truth which was not success 
In trying to give his advice be only revealed the shallowness of his 
mind. There is no wonder if His Excellency may have to repent for it 
throughout his lifeQ. — 0 NOD es 
87. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 19th February has the following: 
5 In the Convocation of the new University. 
Convocation OQurzon departed from his old course and struck a 
new one. His Excellency tried this time to make the 
young graduates of the University understand the importance and dignity 
of truthfulness, We cannot say how far the young mind will be impressed by a 
sermon on truthfulness from one who, after having sent a political and armed 
mission or expedition to Tibet, obtained the consent of the Secretary of 
State for India by misrepresentations (as is apparent from the Blue-book on 
Tibet) ;—from one who passed the Official Secrets Act with the object of suppres- 
sing truth. The manner in which he discharged venom on rising to explain the 
importance of truthfulness, can never enhance its value. Lord Curzon has not 
om acted improperly by trying to extol his own race and vilify the Indians, 
but he has been N to have concealed the very truth on which he lectured 
the other day. It.also indicates how far he is wanting in foresight, to show 
which the following lines from Mr. Cust’s.book are quoted :— ce 
“As to the demoralising effect of our control on the character of the native, we have 
sented to us the most fearful corroboration of. what was asserted by Shore, and reiterated 
y Campbell. . In the course of comparatively few.years we succeed in destroying 
whatever of truthfulness and honour they have by nature, and substituting in its place habits 
of trickery, chicanery, and falsehood. Every native well tell you that it is impossible, nowadays, 
to find an honest man. Our whole system of law and government and education 
tends to make the natives clever, éreligious litigious ecamps. No man can trust another. 
Formerly a verbal promise was as good as a bond, Then bonds became necessary. Now 
bonds go for nothing and no prudent banker will lend money without receiving landed 
property in pledge. is „ Sakae 1 
_ © You are only to compare our new provinges with our old. From the recently acquired. 
Punjab, where the people have had Tittle of our law. and government. and education, are 


comparatively truthful and honest, the population becomes worse and worse, as we descend 
lower and lower to our old possessions of sy aie 


Caloptta and Madres.” = 
The following is another quotation from a missionary of his own 
e ing er quot 


The Viceroy's 
speech. 


that is bad. .. I believe them superior to some European nations and scareely inferior 
foany, . . . . the Hindu shines far above the European. — Abbe J. A. Dubibs. 

In reference to the varieties of falsehood of which Lord Curzon spoke, 
the paper goes on to ask if Lord Curzon remembered this definition of 
falsehood or not when he was going to pass the Official Secrets Bill, Perhaps 
the silence of the Native Press in singing the praises of his administration has 
reminded him of it, oe ee a : 


88. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh) of the 14th February writes :— 


3 f Considering the system of instruction which 
e Primary schools in Bengal. js proposed to be imparted in the projected rural 
primary schools, we doubt if the gurus of the lower primary pathsqias will prove 


efficient teachers in such achools, even if they are previously made to undergo a 
course at a guru-training school, The whole scheme will turn out a mere waste 
of public funds, unless entrance-passed.men, who haye undergone a training- 
school course also, are selected for the posts of gugus in these new schools... The 
intended plan of having the text-books for these schools prepared in di 
dialects is founded on a terrible mistake. In every country in the world, there 
18 à difference between the spoken and the written language. The written 
language all over Bengal proper is uniform. Easy written Bengali is intelli 


They (the Hindus) are nearly our equels in ell that is good and our inferiors only in all 
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In the one district of Mymensingh alone there ate great diversities in the 
spoken e in the different parts. There are many terms used by a 
man from Netrokona which are unintelligible to the man from Tangail. 80, if 

ovincialisms are to be recognised, there is no counting the number of different 
Walecte in which the books must be prepared. On the other hand, a book 
prepared in current easy Bengali would comman d acceptance all over Bengal. 

Another consideration against this re tion of provincial peculiarities of 
language is this, that the son of a peasant who 18 educated through the medium 
of such a dialect would only be half-educated. If the course of three or four 
years which he will have to undergo at the pathsala were all, there would not 

much to object to. But as after leaving the pathsala he will still try to 
increase the amount of his knowledge, books on agricultural science pre 
in current written Bengali will be sealed books to him. If the plan of writing 
text-books in different dialects is to be followed, the results of researches at the 
Pusa Farm, for instance, will have to be written in any number of provincial 
dialects. But is such a course possible? In truth we are greatly alarmed at 
this attempt on the part of Government to encourage diversity of | : 
where uniformity hitherto prevailed. For the improvement of the race 
generally is dependent on the improvement of its language. 

39. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 

_ 15th February says that the proposal to introduce 

Barer books for rural schools in into Bengal vernacular text-books translated from 

. English into four dialects is a terrible reply to the 
protest against the proposal to divide Bengal. | 

40. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th February writes :— 

6 f the ee ee would 2 the 
N a province of Bengal into two, the Lieutenant- 
a eS A andes is eager to cut up the language of Be 
into many more. It is with this object that His Honour has proposed that the 
t boys in the proposed rural schools should be taught in Tirhutia, 
hojpuri, Rarhi, Purabia, eto. We wish to inquire of Sir A. Fraser if the 
ge he proposes to introduce into Bengal has any parallel in his own ese 
e wish to know if the peasants in Scotland are taught in Scotch or in English, 
and whether the diversities in the spoken language, north and south of the 
Tweed, are recognised in written literature. The spoken language in Wales is 
different from English, but are the peasants of Wales educated in their mother- 
tongue or in English? We do not know who put this idea of recognising 
rovincial dialects as written language into His Honour's head. Mr. K. G. 
upta was a member of the Committee which was responsible for preparin 
the course for these rural schools. Could he not point out the inexpediency o 
this suggestion of splitting 4 the language? Is the present case merely an 
illustration of the policy of “divide and rule” which isin favour with our 
rulers nowadays? — | | ; 

41. Referring to the proposal to introduce into Bengal vernacular text- 

: books translated from English into four different 


Textbooks for raral schools. dialects, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th 
February Says :— | , ) 

It is useless to penn NN the proposal, else why should the common 
re boys of Bengal be to-day made to read Bengali translations of English 
422. The Hindusthan [Calcutta] of the 18th February says :— 

1 We are at a loss to make out what improve- 


i ment is expected to be made in the rural schools 
in Bengal by the proposal to get school-books written in provincial dialects 
& proposal which cannot but bring about a deterioration of the Bengali 
language, It is impossible to write any books in any village dialect of Bengal 
without using Sanskrit words. To discontinue the use of Sanskrit words in 
writing Bengali would beto simply murder it, The proposal should evoke a 
strong sme Lord ‘Curzon is requeeted to take the opinion of the literary 

men of this country in the matter. | | 

43. ‘The Sangivani aya) of the 16th February writes :— 

ee eels cine ir Andrew Fraser is meditating an excellent 
patheala talltinne a and noble project. The patheaias in Bengal, of 
| Which there are 59,000 in these provinces, are in 


(ur) 


many cases not 2 housed. Government intends during the next year 
spending a sum ‘0 eight 

principles for at least 2,000 of these pathsalas. This grant would be made on 
the condition that in each case one-third or at least one-fourth of the total cost 
was raised by local subscriptions. So far as the pathsalas are conce this 
is excellent; but we desire to point out to His Honour that in this poverty - 
stricken country, it is not the pathsala houses alone that stand in need of 
improvement. The housing of the middle and high schools is equall 
defective. The rooms are in most cases small, ill-lighted and ill-ventilated. 
Sir A. Fraser rightly apprehends that the compulsory herding: together of too 
many boys in such rooms isa grave risk to their health, and is likely to give 
rise to phthisis and similar diseases. It is not right, therefore, that Government 
should in the present instance confine its aid wholly and solely to the pathsalas. 
The average attendance at a pathsala rarely exceeds 20 or 25 heads. But the 
attendance at a middle school runs up to 40 or 50, and that in a high school 


to 150 or 160 heads. So it must be admitted that the danger is greater in the 


case of the higher class schools than in that of the pathsalas. 


44. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 14th February writes: 
For the majority of students who appear at the 
Mymensingh as an examination University Entrance Examination from Mymen- 
centre. ° 2 ° 
singh district, Dacca town is the centre, But 
Dacca, never famous for its salubrity, is at the present moment in the grip of 
an epidemic of small-pox. The guardians of the boys in the district are 
therefore naturally unwilling to let the latter go to Dacca at such atime. The 
only other practical alternative is Calcutta, but that city also is now infected 
with the plague and other diseases. Under these circumstances the Syndicate 
should consider the desirability of recognising the town of Mymensingh as an 
Entrance Examination centre at least for this year. In truth, there is no 
reason why Mymensingh, with its salubrious climate and its favourable position, 
should not be made an examination centre permanently, and not merely for 
this occasion alone. We are sure that if Mymensingh is so recognised, its 
known atin og will secure for it a preference to Dacca in the eyes of many 
students, not only of this district but of other districts as well. 


45. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 15th February enquires wh 
Miss Lilalahari Bhattacharya, a student from Barisal, 


The case of a girl student. 


the successful candidates at the Middle English Scholarship Examination 
this year, has not obtained any scholarship, although there were seven scholar- 
ships available for the Backergunge district. It is alleged that Lila’s guardians 
are not pecuniarily well off, and that her failure to win the scholarship might 
mean a discontinuance of further studies in her case. 


46. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 16th February notices with strong 

| disapproval the action of the Principal of the 

1 L performance by the Presidency College in permitting the dramatic 

Hostel. ‘He Eden Hindu representation of Mrinalini and Bibala Bibhrat by 

the boarders of the Eden Hindu Hostel on Saraswati 

Puja day, the 9th Feb last. An appeal is made to the Lieutenant- 

Governor to inquire how such a nasty book as the Bibaka Bibhrat came to be 
allowed to be staged by students in a Government hostel. 


47. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 16th February writes that the 

oe ) Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, has recently 
T Bengal Edu- issued a circular to Assistant and Deputy Inspectors 
Spiers of Schools and to Head Masters of zilla schools in 

the mufassal directing them to pay calls from time to time on the District 
Judge, District Magistrate and Divisional Commissioner. Formerly Assistant 
Inspectors of Schools and Head Masters of zilla schools used to draw pay 
ranging from Rs, 150 to Rs. 300 per month, but nowadays the monthly pay of 


Deputy Inspectors and Head Masters of zilla schools has dwindled in some 


* 


cases to Rs. 60 or Rs. 75. It thus appears that Mr. Pedler, the very man who 
has effected a wholesale reduction in the salaries of the officers of the Education 
Department, would have these officers, some of them drawing so small a pay as 


Ra. 60 or Hs. 75, cultivate the acquaintance of high officials. The superior 


Spy chron gE A 


to aid in building model school-houses on sanitary — 


who occupied the 7th piace in order of merit among 
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officers of the district, however; do not now look upon these Officers of the Edu- 
cation: Department with their old regard and good will. For the last three or 
four yeats rumours have been current that a reorganisation scheme affecting the 
membets of the Education Department and involving an increase of their pay 
has’ been submitted for the sanction of the Indian Government. But nothing 
has apparently yet come of it. The Madras Government introduced their 
schétne of reorganisation with effect from the Ist April last. But here in 
Bengal the Government is too busy with its pet scheme of a model college at 


Ranchi to spare time to recognise the fact that the tone of the whole Education 


Department is deteriorating for want of adequate promotion for. its officers, - 
48. With reference to Mr. Pedler’s circular instructing his Inspectors and 
se 5 „ N erage Head _ of 
Mr. Pe ‘s circular. to Schools to see : trict agistrates, u and 
eee Divisional Commissioners now and then aad eas 
their acquaintance, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th February says that 
Mr. Pedler, who has reduced the pay of Inspectors of Schools from Rs. 300 to 
Ks. 200 and that of the Deputy Inspectors and Head Masters from Rs. 75-to 
Rs. 60 a month, calls on these officers to see these officers, But what respect 
can such low-paid officers expect at the hands of these high functionaries of the 
State? Does Mr. Pedler require them to play sycophants to these big officials? 

49. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah | of the 18th February writes:— - 

We learn from a reliable anthority that in the 
present year, not one student has passed the M. A. 


The Calcutta Sanskrit College. 


examination in sanskrit from the Calcutta Sanskrit College, the institution 


which should be the model seat of Sanskrit education in Bengal. It is said that 
this is an event unique in the history of the College since its foundation. And 
what is more strange is that all the students who appeared at the examination 
have failed in the one subject which was the special charge of Mahamohopadhya 
Hara Pasad Sastri, the Principal of the College. Will nat the authorities of 
the Education Department inquire into the truth of these allegations of our 
informant? We are further informed that some time ago the students, in view 
of the inconveniences in the matter of their teaching which they had already 
begun to feel, approached the Principal on the subject, and suggested to him 
the names of the ov i whose teaching in their opinion would give the 
most satisfactory results, and also indicated the subject which they preferred each 
of these Professors to teach. But Principal Sastri ignored these representations, 
and, instead of the qualified men, put some of his own favourites in charge of 
the teaching, though these favourites were quite unworthy and ignorant men. 
We do not mean to assert that in a matter like the selection of Professors, the 
Principal is necessarily to be guided by the opinions of the students. But in 
the present instance the actual results of the M. A. examination seem to lend 
colour to the supposition that it is neglect of the representations of the students 
on the subject which is responsible for the disaster. We have on several previous 
occasions given illustrations of Principal Sastri’s mismanagement and jobbery. 
If our warnings had been listened to, then perhaps there would not have been 


8 A armen now to lament this rapid deterioration of the Calcutta Sanskrit 
ege. 


e- Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


50. In, view of the dee mla season at Sitakund, the Jyvts 
. mm: [Chittagong] of the 16th February draws attention 
Sitakund, in Chittagong. to the urgent necessity of ee the sanitation 
of that town, principally in connection with its well-privies, water-supply and 
charitable dispensary, © sss e 
51. The Bangavasi n en me Lye gh says that . 
bas recently order e amalgamation of ) 
5 3 ee 45 Khojakhah, Gauripasa, N andibat. and some other 
villages with the Nalchhiti Bandar Municipality in the Backergunge district. 
ay * ce e of ene Derr are mostly poor cultivators, and it would 
ely difficult for them ay munici tes. uthorities are 
requested to enquire into the e me i oo 
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52. In view of the outbreak of lague in Rangoon, the Hindi Bangav sf Hum Banaavast, 
. f 


that the Government should not 
Plague in Rangoon. = = = § the people of that place nor should respectable 
ple be made to feel the rigours of the law. It should be borne in mind 
that in executing a work in — both the rulers and the ruled are interested, 

tual s thy is indispensably necessary. Ps „ 
8 53 Bel that two plague doctors sre coming out from Europe 


to 

investigate the etiology and method of treatment of 

_ Two plague doctors expected that disease, the same paper asks if the medical 

. experts of this conntry are not willing to do the 

work or if they are not capable of doing it? We, the Indians, have only to 

believe in fate and pray to God, for the authorities will not be deterred from 

doing what they set their hearts upon. 1 

The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th February notices the same subject 

and says that the plague inoculation had been the cause of several deaths at 
Malkowal. People have lost faith in such men since. 938 


(7)—-Ratlways and communications, incduding canals and irrigation. 


54. Referring tothe arrangement made by the East Indian Railway for 
ee running a new passenger train from Howrah to 
4 —.— 4 the Benga!- Delhi from the Ist April next, the Uiuberia Darpan 
~ . (Ulubaria] of the 13th February remarks that this 
train will be a great boon to the travelling public on that line, and exp. 
regret that the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities do not show a similar 
regard for the convenience of their passe For instance, it is alleged that 
the Puri passenger train which leaves Howrah at 10-23. a.m. is always over- 
crowded. The next train to leave Howrah is the Bombay mail at 12-48 P.., 
and this train, of course, does not touch at the majority of stations. After thas 
the next train is the local passenger which leaves Howrah at 6-3 p.m. It comes 
to this therefore that after 10-23 there is practically no train fora very long 
interval. There is a train known as the Bauria local,“ arriving at Bauria at 
3PM. It is suggested that the public convenience could be greatly facilitated 
if this train could be converted into a Panskura local.” 

55. In noticing the recent arrangement made by the East Indian Railwa 
oe _ for running eight extra trains between Ho 
Rallnn ice on the Kast Indian and Bally stations, the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) 
3 ofthe 17th February expresses regret that the 
timing of the new trains has not been arranged with an eye to the convenience 
of daily passengers. It is pointed out, for instance, that the first train, from 
Bally to Howrah has been timed to leave Bally at 10-3 4. M., but most of the 
daily passengers from Bally leave that station before the hour of 10am. It 
is suggested that provision should have been made for a train to leave Bally 
between 11 and 11-15 a.m. With reference to the new up trains, it is remarked 
that only two of these will probably benefit the daily passenger class of the 
railway travelling public. These are the 5-27 and the 6-38 trains. Reference 
is also made to the necessity of a new local up train between the hours of 
8-30 P. u. and 10-45 pM. | 

57. The Hitavadi kot of the 17th February thanks the authorities 
aa 2 for the introduction of week-end return tickets on 
walls om regarding passenger zingle fare on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
and says that the East Indian and the Bengal- 

1er Rail way authorities also should adopt the system on their own lines. It 
& 
al 


7 


18 also suggested that the prices of monthly tickets for stations on the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway should be so regulated as never to exceed Rs. 5 in any 
case; because if people see that it is cheaper for them to be daily ngers to 
Calcutta from their native villagesthan to lodge and board in the town they 
are sure to become daily passengers. 17 e 


.- General, 


r. Te abs [Chittagong] of ‘the Oth February makes the following 
The Ch; i allegutions in connection with the management 
ittagong Forest (G. f e local Forest Office. There is a standing 
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circular by the Conservator under which nobody who has not passed the 
Entrance Examination is eligible for appointment to the executive branch of 
the local Forest Office. Further, this circular directs that the Divisional Forest 
authorities when making the appointments are to see that the applicants are 


gufficiently educated to be able to undergo a course of study at the Dehra Dun 
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Forest School. Now, it is alleged that about two years ago, two youths named 
Giris Chandra Pal and Jnanada Sankar Bhattacharya, both strangers to Chitta- 
gong, were appointed apprentices at the local Forest Office. It was shown in 
the columns of this paper before the appointments were made that these young 
men had not passed any University examination at all. Immediately after- 
wards, the youth Giris changed his surname from Pal to Rai. The necessa 
changes must have been made in the office records also. Soon after this he 
decamped altogether from the place, leaving only the other young man. 
Jnanada Sankar, who is said to be the son of the spiritual guide of Forest 
Inspector Gopal Bhaumik, This Jnanada Sankar is now Forester in the Ring- 
Kong Range. During the puja holidays last year, he visited his village home 
without leave. When this fact’ came to the ears of the authorities, he was at 
first suspended. Since then, as the result of an enquiry by Mr. Sen, Extra 
Assistant Conservator, he has been reinstated. 
58. The Burdwan Sanjivani | Burdwan | of the 14th February writes :— 
= 3 A It is expected that the forthcoming presenta- 
pls. tion of the Budget at the Supreme Legislative 
Council will disclose a surplus of some five or six 
crores. We are subjects of a civilised Government, but we have to pay a 
special tax, namely, the chaukidari tax, for the protection of our lives and 
property. Even the poorest people who live in culcha huts in lands which 
are not their own, are not exempted from the payment of this impost. In view 
of the expected surplus, the first duty of Government should be to abolish this 
unpopular and oppressive tax. It is only if this is done that we can regard 
the surplus as something to be glad of. But, as a matter of fact, there is very 
little expectation of any such reduction of our burden. Instead, the money 
will most likely be swallowed up by the defences on the North-West Frontier. 
For the fear of a Russian invasion is again in the ascendant. 
59. The Bharat Mitra Calouttaf of the 18th February, while supporting 
. the Statesman's recommendations, asks the postal 
A muph-needed postal reform. " wathorities to reduce the postage on bearing letters 
from one anna to half an anna asa great concession to the poorer classes of the 
rural population, who for want of a post office near them, cannot purchase 
stamps or post-cards, and so very often send their letters by unpaid post. 
60. A correspondent writing to the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th 
February, from Debipur in the district of the 
of ret removal of 4 post. 24-Parganas, deprecates the rumoured transfer 
of the local post-office to Falta. The reason for 
the proposed removal is understood to be a regard for the greater conveni- 
ence of the military and the police who have quarters at Falta. But it is 
pointed out that already under the existing arrangement, there are special 
2 Who take over the letters, &c., for Falta as soon as thè mails arrive at 
ebipur post-office from Diamond Harbour. It is suggested that it would 
be preferable to remove Saharahata post- office, which is situated within a mile 
and a half of Falta, than Debipur post-office, the distance of which from Falta 
is eight miles. 
61. Referring to the Kaen 3 of the Board of Agron 2 
i a, the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 21st 
ame 33 — Confer- February remarks:— a 5 
i It was noticed that in addition to the officials, 
the representatives of the tea and indigo planters had been given the privilege 
of joining this Conference. Among this assembly of Europeans, only four 
native members could be found. And these four were all subordinate officials. 
No non-official native of experience was summoned to that Conference. Nor 
did the authorities think it mecessary to invite any representative of the native 
egriculturists, The ding policy of Lord Curzon’s administration evidently 


is that Europeans un stand th if 4 l 
than any Indian can . “ig welfare of the Indian cultivator much better 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


62. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th February writes as follows: 
In the last Convocation of the Calcutta Univer- 
Lord Curzon’s Council speech gity Lord Curzon gave the following advice to the 
on the Universities Validation student community in India:—‘‘ Believe in the 
sai good intentions of others rather than the bad, * * 
do not impute * *  * ” But what did His Excellency do in the 
Supreme Legislative Council on the occasion of the 3 of the Universities 
Validation Bill? To his N ee in the Council he said, They desire in 
the first plate to discredit the Universities which the Government created last 
year and to bring their work to a standstill, and in the second place they wish 
to bring about an election of a new Provisional Syndicate who would be more 
in sympathy with the views of the enemies of the Act than those who have 
been elected and who might help them in practice to bring it down.” We do 
not know how far His Excellency’s imputations are true, But the men to 
whom they were applied are rth | spe honoured and respected both by the 
Indians and the Government. e are not going to qu whether His 
Excellency’s above words amounted to an imputation of bad intentions to 
those worthy gentlemen and a violation of the good advice which he himself 
afterwards gave to the students, but we think that the Validation Act would 
equally have been passed even if they had not been said. 
63, The Hitavadi . of the 17th February writes as follows :— 
| t has ever been the practice with uncultured, 
enn, guoreny ee conceited people to try to run down 
det Vabdation Bill. ee ae opponents, from whom they have suffered 
defeat in argument, by abusing them in language 
unworthy of gentlemen, and then, if even that fails to cool their temper, to 
use physical force against them. These people are always treated with 
contempt and ridicule in wise and respectable society. Asa matter of fact, 
it is only people who are foolish, vain, and devoid of the sense of responsibility 
that have been known to try to put down their opponents by * recourse 
to insulting language while engaged in arguments with them. But Lord 
Curzon's speech in the Supreme Legislative Council on the occasion of the 
passing of the Universities Validation Act seems to have falsified this general 
rule. For who is not astonished to see His Majesty the King Emperor's 
representative in India, a person well known for his education, culture and 
— use the language of uneducated, uncultured and conceited 
People 
The manner in which Lord Curzon hurled invectives against Mr. Gokhale, 
ascribed motives to him and his friends, and gave expression to anger and 
Impatience in the Council, serve only to show the worthlessness of his own 
arguments, the weakness of his own mind, and the want of his power of self- 
control. The position and honour of His Majesty’s representative have been 
lowered in the eyes of the public, and LX have been grieved to see the 
venom which his heart-burning produced. His high position may have 
prompted Lord Curzon to rebuke, insult and abuse a gentleman honoured and 
respected throughout the country for his fervent patriotism in a manner which 
is possible only in this unfortunate country, but we firmly believe that 


of this conduct on his part. The ruler of the destinies of such a vast and 
civilised country as India should.be as.calm and forbearing as a mountain. 
The particular legislation in question may be a trivial matter, but the 
principle which underlies it is extremely harmful and unworthy of a civilised 
government, In following a path which was preconceived and in its eagerness 
to make a show of authority, Government failed to conform to the provisions 


of the law; and afterwards upheld its mistake by new legislation. How long 


can the honour and prestige of law be maintained, if officials go on 3 
in such arbitrariness? Mr. Gokhale's opposition was, therefore, not at al 
improper. Lord Curzon’s angry attitude showed that Government's action 
could not be supported by arguments. His Excellency may declare himself 
to be a friend of high education, but people have long found him out. The bad 
taste and spirit to which he gave expression on the occasion in question are 


sure to lower him in the eyes of all right-thinking gentlemen. 


ys high-minded and generous countryman of His Excellency is ashamed | 
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64, The Hitavarta [ Caleutta] of the 10th February has a long leader 


| -~ headed “The Viceroy has discharged venom.” 
The Universities Validation from which the followin g extra eke i ’ 


Act. : | . It is a well-known fact that men who. are 
uncultured, rash and not well-informed alone when defeated in a debate lose 
their balance of mind and, losing their temper, have recourse to abusive language, 
and by so doing become an object of ridicule before the learned and the wise, 
In short, vain, stupid and irresponsible persons only use offensive expressions 
instead of arguments and lose their prestige in making vain efforts to 
discomfit their opponent. But those who have carefully read the speech of 
Lord Curzon on Friday last will be amazed to find themselves wrong in 
holding the above opinions. Who would not be surprised to see Lord 
Curzon act like an uneducated, uncultured and haughty man? 

The way in which His Excellency the other day used offensive expressions 
in reference to the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale, imputed motives to him and his 
friends, and gave indications of having lost his balance of mind through anger 
caused by defeat in argument, goes to show the weakness of the Government 
case, the weakness of His Excellency’s mind, and his want of restraint. In the 
eyes of the public the dignity and high position of a Viceroy have now got 
a stain over we Everyone is amazed, alarmed, and pained to see the volleys 
of His Excellency’s fury. ‘Lhe way in which His Excellency has shown scorn 
and want of courtesy to a highly respectable, patriotic gentleman can be 
tolerated in this unhappy country only. | 

Lord Curzon has at last 13 the long · aceumulated venom. 

There is no doubt some fun in the fact that Mr. Gokhale should be an 


enemy of Indian education while Lord Curzon should be its supporter and 


BHaRaT MiTRa, 
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HItaVaRrTa, 
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well-wisher. To point out defects has always been looked upon as the 

of a friend in the Curzonian code of etiquette. Poor Mr. Gokhale was destined 
to scorn and abusive language for pointing out mistakes. What can we call it 
but the ill-luck of this country.? Had anyone else made use of such language 
in imputing motives to such an honourable gentleman and his followers, 
would Lord Curzon himself have failed to show his scorn by meeting 
him with expressions like rash, barbarous, stupid, &c.? Is it not a 
matter of shame for Lord Curzon to give utterance to such mean expressions ? 
The Validation Act may be a small measure in itself, but the principle on which 
the Government comes forward with such measures must be condemned. 

For reasons given, there is nothing improper or inconsistent in the strong 
protest entered by the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale. 

Lord Curzon may call himself the friend of higher education, but the 
Indians have long found him out. There is no doubt Lord Curzon will have to 
hang his head before refined society for his want of taste and mean 
inclinations of which he gave indications on the occasion when this measure 
was passing into law. 


IV.—Native STATES. 


65. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th February says that various 
1 rumours were current during January last in 

a „„ respett of the conduct of the ruler of Bikaneer. They 

are now found to be ‘not altogether groundless. -On the occasion of the New 
Year’s festivities which His Highness celebrated by a grand Durbar he ordered 
the imprisonment of three of his chief jagirdars, among whom was Thekur 
Hakum Singh of Bidasar. A charge of sedition has been b ught against him. 


V.—Pnosrrors or THE ‘Crors aD Conprrion or THE PEOPLE. 
66. One Amir Ali of Dabri Sager post office writes to the Aitavaris 
[Calcutta] of the 19th February 1 follows se ii ie es ch 
laa ati Till the latter of the month of Pous the 
Heavy loss of crops. _ cultivators were hee at the prospect of a g 
winter crop, but a sudden blast towards the end of Magh has made their hopes 
vanish into thin air, It is to be regretted that there is no one to convey the news 
of our real condition to our Sovereign who lives thousands of miles away from us. 
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5 
— 4 1 a dd entation, it might draw His Majesty "s attention, 
Phe self-seeking, narrow-minded officials do not inform the Viceroy of our real 
condition, nor do they allow us to do it when opportunity offers itself for 


ceroy has hardly visited places thronged with famished 
r visiting Native States. It is a mistake to make an 
N 

once and local officials were pre obstacles in the 
way of the people representing their real condition, His Excellency will at 
once come to know it. The crops have been wholly destroyed by frost. It 
is therefore to be hoped that the Provincial Government would be pleased to be 
careful in realizing the land revenue of the year. | 


-VI.—MiscetLaneovs. 
67. The Samirani (Calcutta) of the 16th Fe 


writes:. 


‘he relations between the coolies and the 
aa e ten · planters are gradually getting more and more 


strained. The influence of time is improving the 
intelligence even of the coolies. It is true that they have not yet quite come 
to form any adequate conception of their rights as human beings, But the day 
is sure to come when there will be no escaping the consequences for those who 
would use them as so many beasts of burden. : 

A perusal of the Government annual report on the treatment of coolies by 
the tea-planters is apt to i a strong feeling of disgust and shame. There 
are thousands of coolies working under European supervision in the jute mills in 
Bengal, but here we rarely hear of scuffles between the egolies and their masters. 
Similarly, in the mines in Bengal, there is quite a large number of coolies working 
under European supervisors. Here, again, we do not hear of any. collision 
between the two classes. How then can the frequency of such collisions on the 
tea-gardens be explained? The explanation is this: the coolies on the tea-estates 
are practically so many slaves owing to the operation of the law under which 

they work. The managers come to look 
beasts, and begin to behave towards them ically: The relations between 
the coolie and the planter on the Darjecing and Jalpaiguri plantations are 
comparativly amicable. This is because the coolies in these districts are free. 
Our earnest request to Government is to abolish the present coolie law, which 
legalises merely a disguised form of slavery, and thereby remove a reproach 
upon the British Government in India. fb Bo 

68. The Sandhya i the 17th February writes :— 
„ „„ Vv 


| name of an Assam tea-plantation 
rene sends a thrill through the hearts of the loves classes 
of the population in India. lishmen express surprise that the poorer classes 


in this country do not wish to earn a livelihood on the tea-plantations. They 

ignore all stories about the oppressions which prevail on thege plantations, 

urging that such oppression cannot prevail, as it is against the interests of the 

planter himself. They do not know that on those —s where the 
which 


proprietor himself supervises the working of the coolies, opp is rare, and 
that reports of oppression come mostly from those plantations are worked 
by paid employés of the proprietors. oe 
Another cause of the popular dread of the very name of a tea-plantation is 
3 * gy in the fraudulent practices to which arlatis are almost invariably 

There are many plantations where the coolies are made to work on holidays, 


„ 


¥ 


but get no proper wages for their extra labour. Only practical experience can 
len coolie is defrauded 
coolie is required to 


give an idea of the numerous ways in which the tea-g 
of his dues, Take the following as an illustration. L 
do a fixed quantity of the particular work which has been allotted’ to him, 
whether it be digging the earth or collect 
work is done, * is oredited with 


amount of w 


falsified, and as the wages are calculated on these entries, it often 


* 


n them as not much superior to 


x the leaves. Now, when the day's 
the ork he has done in 
the course of the day in a particular book; now these entries are eee 

ppens that 
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the coolie réceives at the end of the month a sum much less than that he agreed 
to serve for. 8 . 
The coolies are entitled By law to holidays, for which wages are to be pai 
in full. But it does not 221 as if this law is observed of any 3 
Even the severest inclemencies of the weather cannot justify a coolie in being 
absent from work on a particular day. ERS | 
69. The Krishnanagar |. J. of the 17th February brings to the 
1 favourable notice of Government the brave and 
Tiger-hunting in Jessore. publio-spirited conduct of Mir Tabrez Ali (an 
inhabitant of village Misridoara, about six or seven miles west of Jhi 
station, Bengal Central Railway) in shooting, on the 4th February last, a big 
tiger, which been terrorising the A for some time, and this is 
the third tiger which has fallen under the Mir’s gun in the course of the last 
few months, and last year also the Mir bagged two tigers. 
70. Referring to the 1 1 8 9 ge agg He ma Yug 
cutta | of the 18t ebru ws the atten- 
Tho , Orphanage. — of the 1E to the alleged 
gross mismanagement of the Calcutta Anath Asram, of which His Honour 
is the President. Various rumours are current relating to the condition of 
the girls in the Asram. A police enquiry is necessary into the matter. The 
Asram should be divided into two parts for males and females. In the 
annual report of the Asram for 1903 nothing was said in the remark column, 
in contravention of the practice of previous years. This has raised suspicions 
in men’s minds about the fate of 12 of the inmates of the Asram. Although 
it is written in the report that five of the girl inmates of the Asram were 
married in the year, many people deny it, and as a matter of fact, many 
young girls are still to be seen in the Asram. The annual reports of the Asram 
appear to be the work of Babu Prankrishna alone, its Superintendent, but this 
work is most perfunctorily done by him. ee at 
The Executive Committee. of, the Asram is a myth, because the annual 
reports do not mention any of their meetings. Many of the statements of the 
reports are inconsistent with truth and many others inconsistent with each 
other. It is said that Raja Benoy Krishna Dev Bahadur, Mr. A. M. Bose, 
Babu Kali Charan Banurji, and some other gentlemen are members of the 
Orphanage Association. But it is not known that any of these gentlemen ever 
eany contributions to the Asram or took any active interest in its affairs. 
It is said inthe annual report for 1903 that one of the inmates of the 
Asram pt the Entrance Examination. Will the public be informed of the 
name of this boy? The Asram was founded for the maintenance of Hindu 
orphans,” and one of its Articles of Association says, “ Due regard shall be paid, 
as far as practicable, to the caste of the inmates of the Calcutta ee. e 
But when the Superintendent of the Asram is a Brahmo, it is doubted if 
caste is duly respected in it, Besides this, the appearance of two such contra- 
dictory expressions as “due regard” and “as far as possible” in one sentence 
is queer. 1 2 ͤ ˙ 
: Another of the Articles of Association runs :—*‘ They (the girl inmates) 
shall moreover be discharged as soon as the Superintendent is satisfied that 
they are able to earn an honest living.” What means are adopted to make 
the girl inmates able to earn an honest living is not known to the public. 
A respectable gentleman wrote to one of the authorities of the Aram, There 
will be a hell of a row over this matter. . . The present Superinten- 
dent is a Brahmo. How could the institution come to be placed under a 
Brahmo? There are many Hindu subscribers and eontributors. Do you 
think that when the facts will become known, the Orphanage will not lose it 
reputation?” The gentleman addressed replied :—‘ An institution like the 
Orphanage should not be attacked except upon the stro grounds arrived 
1 po ngest grounds 
at. Are not the facts which have become public concerning the Asram 
grounds strong enough to joey complaints against its management ? 
71. The Bangavasi [Calcutta} of the 18th February y praises the 
A guilty Sub- Collector Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal for having 
e Ee wenchens ae tee bis’ narvion het ving left 
° 2 — 9 28 ° a es My ) O08 service or a 
his jurisdiction without permission and ‘travelled on a railway without a ticket. 
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The man had confessed his guilt and thrown him unreservedly on His 
Honoer's Az 3 Sg 2 3 
r 
N © case OF & suspended Sub Uoliector 
* — act of sir A. who had left his Juriediction 1 and 
. travelled on a railway without a tioket, says the 
Hindi Bangavast ( Calcutta] of the 20th February, is proof of His Honour’s firm 
faith in his own religion. The paper continues :—“ It is good deeds like this 
that we want to see our Lieutenant-Governor do.” oo 


Hun Banaavatt , 
Feb. Loch, 1905. 


73. The Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 19th February hopes that ban Hrravanr, 


Government will not object to the erection the 

— Shah’s gravest Ran-. Musalmans of Burma of a suitable r over 

es 8 of Bahadur Shah, the last Emperor of 

eini. te’ 1 i 5 ete, | 

74. Referring to Mr. 1 “ag ** i 0 his duties towards 

pera ndia which he de in the course of a speech 

Mr. Brodrick’s Promises. = before the Imperial Industrial Club, the r- 

[Calcutta] of the 19th February observes as follows: 

It must be remembered that we are not going to be satisfied by mere words; 

we have had enough of them for a long time, we now want to see some deeds 
following words. eee : : 


Unrra Papers. | 


75. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 11th February states that 11 or 
1 12 bakhras of thatched houses in Bakhrabad in 
his __ Cuttack town were reduced to ashes by fire at 
noon on Monday, last week, and that the cause of the fire has not been known, 
and remarks that the destruction of so many houses by firein spite of the 
cloudly weather is a matter of great wonder and regret. 
76. The same paper states that 3 bakhras of thatched houses in the 
eee co Musalman zusti in Bankabazar, Cuttack, were 
— noel burnt down on the evening of Tuesday, last 
wee 9 R 
77. The same paper states that in Cuttack town all through last ver 
‘i ~ 
The wouther in Catena ties being ‘felt in its undiminished 
rigour on account of cold winds, and that fever and cough have made their 
appearance owing to the long continuance of the foul weather. 
78. The Rautrapur co ndent of the same paper states that although 
Cattle mortality | att o- disease has disap from that say of the 
2 yet the loss of cattle caused by its late 
prevalence has done incalculable injury to agriculturists and carters. 
79. The same (Rautrapur) correspondent hears that the construction of 
an embankment at the Simuli Ghai has been sanc- 
tioned, and prays that if such is the case the autho- 
Pay will take steps to construct the embankment 
80. The Jagatpur 6 of the same paper states that the 
W suffering of the people of that place was great in 
the last week on account of cloudy weather and 
| cold winds, 8 
81. The same eee says * a large ore 3 * 
i is infestin e ghais at that p wo 
Ravages by acrocodile. Cholera. e bee „e . cholera in t part of 


Wanted the early construction 
of an embankment. 


the Provinee, and that cholera raged virulently in Bhingarpur very 

recently. os : 2 1 2 : ; 

82. The same correspondent says that mango blossoms have not yet 
Mer appeared 8 and there are fears of a total 

83. The Jajpur correspondent of the same says that as the sky is 

The weather. 


for some days past; the cold is being felt more 
severely in Jajpur. 


Feb. 19th, 1906. 
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cloudy and slight rain has been falling at intervals 
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84, The same correspondent says that coarse rice sells at 16 seers, fine 
one rice at 1 seers, mung at 14 seers and brili at 
Grain market ir. €§ 18 seer a rupee in Jajpur. 
85. The Puri correspondent of the same paper says that a theft was 
dcdommitted in the store-house of Gopinath Mahaswar 
A theft in Puri town. of the Puri temple, that property valued at about 
3 or 4 thousand rupees, including cash, was stolen, and that the thieves, together 
with the stolen property, have been arrested by the police. | 
86, The same correspondent says that t rain fell on two or three 
: days in the last week, that a cloudy atmosphere 
ee. coupled with cold winds has in the severity 
of the cold, and that slight fever and cough prevail in the Puri town. 
87. The same paper states that the post of a typewriter having fallen vacant 
in the office of the District Judge of Cuttack, 
The District Judge of Outtack the present Sarishtadar of that office . recom. 
and his typist. er 
The pr 
Sarishtadar, approved the recommendation. When the matter was bro 
to light, the ministerial officers of the Judge's office were quite astonished at 
the very thought that for the post of a mere typewriter a foreigner from such 
a distant place as Nadia was to be imported, and they therefore laid their 
objections before Mr. Skinner, who, on reconsidering the matter, understood 
the real state of things and promptly revoked his former order and gave fresh 
t in question a man from his own office. 


ded for the post a Bengali from Nadia, 
nt District Judge, Mr. Skinner, who is a new man, relying on his 


ht 


The writer observes that with this order of the present District Judge not 
only the ministerial officers of his office but the general public also have been 


satisfied and he himself praises Mr. Skinner for his action, The writer then 
remarks that there is nothing to wonder at in the conduct of the present 
Sarishtadar, because he being a foreigner his proclivity is towards foreigners, 
and that it was not right to have appointed a foreigner to the important post 
of Sarishtadar of the Cuttack Judge’s office; and in conclusion he advises 
the present Sarishtadar not to try to import any more foreigners in future. 

88. Referring to a concocted criminal case, which lately took place 
in village Samitung in pargana Suhong, district 
Cuttack, and in which a village chaukidar had 
greatly assisted in the concoction, and which was 
tried by Mr. Montriou, ro agistrate of Cuttack, who had discharged the 
accused under section 253 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the same paper 
thanks Mr. Montriou for his knowledge of, and insight into, the ways of the 
rural officers of this Province, and regrets that such cases are very frequent in 


the mufassal, where innocent men are put to unnecessary trouble and harass- 


ment by mischievous wicked persons, and points out that especially dafadars 
and others of their sort play a prominent 1 concocting such i 


A concocted police case in the 
Cuttack district. 


89. The Uriya and tNavasamvad [ re) of the 8th February states 
Cholera in Balasore. a has abated to a great extent in 


90. The Puri correspondent of the same paper says that a shipload of 


Export of rice from Balasore Tice has recently been exported from that 
— town. 


92. The same paper states that very serious charges have been brought 
A enue iiss 6 Beh Seni of Police of the Cuttack 
of Police, Fi on ah Cuttack. <i | district by & respectable gentleman. It is al 


complainant 


* 
r. Montriou, Deputy 
February ; 


93. The same paper {hanks Babu Fakir Mohan Senapati for having 
rans some of the Sanskrit Upanteads in 
Upaniseac” e of the Uriya and having compiled ses translations in 


the form of a book called ‘“ Upanisad Sangraha,” 


and observes that the book removes a want of Orissa. The writer reserves 
his comments for a future issue of the paper. 85 | | wees 
94. The same paper is sorry to note that the number of Sanskrit 0%, 
Tole and Sanskrit pupils in as well as the number of Sanskrit pupils in the 
Bengal. | whole of Bengal, is fast decreasing day by day. 
95. The same paper is glad to learn that a proposal is under consideration 
2 by the Postal authorities to reduce the letter regis- 
The proposed reduction of the tration fee from two annas to one anna per letter, 
postal reg and observes that this, like the reduction in money- 
order fee and the like, will do much good to poor Indians. 
96. According to the same paper, the Cuttack correspondent of the 
Amrita Basar Pairika says:—“A rumour being 
ohn ed human sacrifice in prevalent that a certain Tributary Chief of Orissa 
re | sacrificed about 36 human beings before a 
goddess in fulfilment of a certain vow he had taken, an enquiry was made by 
the Commissioner of gee ee by the Magistrate of Puri and the Deputy 
Commissioner of 0 e result was that no evidence in support of the 
allegations was forthcoming. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGAL! TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 25th February 1905. 


B, 8. Pross—89810—78-—1-3.1906—0. W. 


* 


Uagiya A 
NavasaMvaD. 


Feb. Stk, 1906. 


Umra AND 
N AVASAMVAD, 


URIYa AND 
NAVYSAMVAD, 


r 


3 
z 
5 

} 

„ 


LD SEL BIOS 


e 


n 


NFIDENTIAL.] 


EPORT (PART II) 


ON 


TIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE 


Week ending Saturday, 25th February 1905. 


Pens 


SARS ey 


* 


a 


CONTENTS 


Pa ex. 


I.— Fosse Porrrios. ( 7 Questions affecting the 13. 


The Tibetan muddle — Nil 
The cost of the Tibet Expedition . 
Ditto ditto 
ee Tibetan = 
eace in sight ... i : 5 
Russian menace and the Kabul Mission (9) oad Sen Communications, inolud ing Canais 
The North Sea Commission 


5 


de e eee be eee erer 


4 grievance coe ae 


Il.—Homs ADMINISTRATION. = of the East Indian Railway warehouse 


shies 398 eee 


(a) - Polio 


A scuffle between a Civilian and a constable General — 


Police Reform, by Pundit Mohabir Misra, an ar- 
Police officer ... 5 255 8 The Pusa Conferenoe a as 

The Naihati murder case 5 A discourteous Wharf Officer 
— allegations against the Ulubari a Police, 88 against Bengalis in ‘the 

: Sir James LaTouche’s extension of service 
Bengal land administration a 

Landlords’ fees 

(b) — Working of the Courts— 


i pera P24, 3 2 
R 5 


. 
* ‘hee Petre 


European and Indian criminals 


abna case 5 III.—LSeIsLATIOR. 
A 22 of failure of justice 


r. Carey again ae The Arms Act ., 


(e) —Jaile— IV. - NAV Sar. 


Nil. 
(a) - Education— 


V.—Prosprocrs oF rn Crops anp Cowon OF 
The Validating Bill THE Prorrx. 
1 


Ditto 2 


Lord Curzon’s Convocation Wesch A 1 increase in prices 
Ditto ditto a 25 2 
Ditto ditto 


( — Self-Government and Municipal Administra- V1.—Misostramsous. 


Th Lord Curzon and the Korean President 
e Bhatpara N oi palit y eee „ Real agitation is iresistible everywhere, even 
ove in Howrs India 


ace soo 7 
“hooking — of a road in Serampure Subdivi- The Herbert t Spencer Indian Fellowships 


de: ame eee ese 5. thy eee eee 
The Maheshpur Municipali oe Tord 


1 10 Lord 1 on truthfulness a 
An appeal to the municipal a Lord Ourxon 's accusation .. 


962 „ ee ee Roe 


— 


„ MD ae «4 «4 — —— Oa e  MIOONOIE: 


CAT oO Se 


. 


Feta " > * 2 Py 1 8 *** x 22 “die 2 . 


. — 


4 8 « . itn. 7 . — 
FA 4 an 


(re) 


¢ 


223. Referring to the revision of the terms of the Tibetan treaty which is un Mon, 
19th Feb, 1906. 


3 likely to be made now that the Chinese Envoy, 
The Tibetan muddle. Tang Shaoyi, has arrived in Cal outta, the Indian 
Mirror writes that the advantage accruing to Great Britain would be practically 
nothing unless her right to govern the foreign relations of Tibet were full 

recognised. The next question which must be considered is whether any terms 
that may be agreed upon by the (Government of India and the Chinese 
Commissioner are likely to be final. Thus, viewed from every point, the 
Tibetan expedition has been a hazardous undertaking which has brought neither 


gain nor glory to the Government of India. 


224. Referring to Mr. Brodrick’s statement that the cost of the Tibetan 
Expedition will be charged to Indian revenues, as it 
The cost of the Tibet Expedi- was undertaken in her interests, the Amrita Basar 
_ Patrika writes that, in spite of all declarations to the 
contrary, there is no doubt that Russia was the motive-spring of Lord Curzon’s 
action. This being the case, and as the recent Blue Book places beyond doubt 
the Imperial character of the expedition, where is the justice in making India 
responsible for the whole cost? While Lord Curzon was proclaiming that the 
superior moral qualities of the Westerner were not to be found in the Oriental, 
Mr. Brodrick was telling his colleagues in Parliament that the Tibetan 
Expedition was undertaken in the interests of India! | 


225. Referring to Mr. Balfour's subtle reply to a question put by 

Mr. Weir, M.P., regarding the cost of the Tibetan 

N. 5 Mission,“ the Bengales writes that, whenever any 

decision has to be arrived ut in regard to Indian politics, Imperial considera- 

tions” invariably play a great part, but the moment the question of expenditure 

arises, they are put in the background and the interests of India are urged to 
justify the entire cost being charged to Indian revenues! 


226. The Hindoo Patriot earnestly hopes that the rumour that a British 
The Tibetan effete. Residerft will be stationed at Lhassa is not founded 
8 a in fact, for such a course will only enhance the 
probabilities of future complications. If, however, Lord Curzon really intends 
to 2 bat Residency in that province, then the political.outlook for India 
is dark indeed. : 


227, Referring to the rumouted peace proposals between Russia and 
Japan, the Bengale writes that humanity will 
rejoice to see the end of a campaign unparalleled in 
the annals of bloody warfare, and considers that the Czar would do well to 
proclaim peace without risking another battle. 


228. The Indian Mirror writes that, from information received through the 
| English Press, regarding the negotiations that are 


Peace in sight. 


5 menace and the being conducted by the Kabul Mission, it is clear 


ie that the Amir is not in a very peaceful frame of 
mind owihg to the rapid strides Russia has been making in Central Asia, It 
is thus apparent that Amir Habibullah is as much tormented by the Russian 
bogey as the Indian Government, and it behoves the latter to meddle as 
little in Afghan affairs as possible, in order to gain the friendship and confi- 
dence of the raler of this buffer State. Lord Roberts’s remark that the less 
the Afghans see of us, the less will they dislike us, is indeed a truism and the 
exponents of the present Forward” policy will do well to realise the wisdom 


of this during the present crisis. 


229. The Bengalee writes that in whatever light the finding of the North 
The North Sea O>mmission. Sea Inquiry Commission may be regarded in 


England, there can be no doubt that the decision 
of this international tribunal has much to commend it to the approval of the 
civilised world, for it practically whitewashes the Russian Admiral and 
eliminates the contingency of England declaring war. . 
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( 74 ) 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


230. The Amrita Bazar Patria reports 4 souffle which took lace 
between a young Civil servant and a constable, in 
1 nd which the a * ages Fn injuries were 
eae) sian received on sides a parties seriously 
N of seeking redress in a Court of law, but better counsels prevailed 
an 


e matter has been — settled. The journal hopes the incident will 
produce a salutary effect upon Mr. Sykes, the Civil servant who figured in this 
unseemly affair. 


281. In his book on Police Reform, which the Indian Mirror, reviews, 
5 4 1 gp od writes ~~ corruption 
Police Reform, by Pundit pervades the police from top to bottom, from 
— — Misr, “on . Nee Diriet n * to consi, at any rate in 
the Bihar districts where the Pundit served for nine 
years, There the receiving of bribes is a recognised thing, and the money so 
collected by the thana officers constitutes what is designated the general fund. 
Part of this is spent on the reception of the District Superintendent of Police 
when he visits the thana and the rest his subordinates divide, As regards the 
District Superintendents of Police, few of them take bribes in the shape of 
money, but almost all have to be supplied with daily articles of consumption 
either gratis or at a very nominal price. The District Superintendents of Police 
are said to take bribes either through their memeahebs, ectors or domestic 
servants, The thana police have also to pay the last-named very handsomely, 
otherwise the Sub- Inspector is sure to come to grief. = 
To ameliorate this deploruble state of affairs, the writer suggests: 


(1) Separating the judicial and executive fnnctions and constituting 
the District Magistrate thus divested of his judicial functions, the 

real head of the police. 

(2) Abolishing the Inspectors, 

65 Splitting up the thana staff into two subdivisions, one to be in 
charge of criminal investigation only and the other to do the 
miscellaneous work and prevent riots and breaches of the peace. 

(4) Considerably reducing the number of cognisable cases. 


The journal considers that this book has thrown a lurid light on the 
working of the police, and deserves the serious consideration of Government. 
232. The Bengalee writes that on the morning of the th of January last, 
tbe dead body of a woman named Suro Telini was 
discovered in a garden at Naihati. The police 
surmised that the deceassd had been poisoned and began to procure evidence 
to fit in with this theory. The Civil Surgeon, however, who held a post-mortem 
examination, noticed a\bruise in the neck of the deceased, and from this and other 
circumstances came to the conclusion that the woman had been strangled. The 
police thereupon endeavoured to collect evidence which would tend to substan- 
tiate this inference. At this ns the accused demanded that the contents of 
the stomach should be subjected to chemical analysis and it turned out that 
traces of poison were present. Forthwith, the police returned to their original 
theory of poisoning. The journal considers that this is a typical case and shows 
not only how unreliable police reports are, but also how readily they can substi- 
tute one theory for another. No wonder the poor zamindars prefer to reside 


The Naihati murder case. 


in the ee ep „ | 
233. e Amrita Bazar Patria draws the serious attention of Govern- 


285 ment to the following case in which Babu Anando 
r e  Prosad and his son, Bunkin Chunder, two respect- 

8 able men of Salkia, were the victims of police 
oppression, The facts briefly are that, on the information lodged by one Roma- 
nath Savona both father and son were suddenly arrested and placed on their 


trial under sections 286 and 336, Indian Penal Code, on a charge of rashly and 


negligently firing a cannon in such a manner and under such circumstances as 
to endanger human life. Mr. Graham, the Joint-Magistrate of Howrah, before 


( 26°) 


hom the case came on for hearing, acquitted the accused, as he found that 
the case was “ wholly false” and the outcome of a long-standing animoxity 
between the sie. mic and the accused. Ina lengthy udgment the trying 
Magistrate pa severe strictures on the conduct e Sub-Ins of 
Golabari police-station and his subordinates in arresti 


enquiry whatever, “two ctable men in broad day 
ofa number of people under circumstances of a most i us 0 
merely on the er · parte statements of their enemies.” The Magi 

holds that the Sub- Inspector was guilty of an abuse of 
his fellow caste men in satisfying a long-standing gru 
the records of the case to the District Magistrate, for such action as he may 
think proper. Speaking of this lamentable incident, the Paérika again urg 
upon the Government the necessity of introducing into the department edu- 
cated and respectable young men who would be incapable of perpetrating such 


illegalities. 


r 
further 
wer in order to assist 


(6)—Working of the Courts. 


234, Contrasting the judgment passed in the case of a young European 
at Dacca, who was merely bound down to be of good 
behaviour for one year for stealing a gentleman’s 
watch and chain with the sentence of two years passed on an Indian lad 
who, under similar circumstances, stole a watch belonging to a European gentle- 
man at Lahore, the Amrita Bazar Patrika says: — Who can after this deny 
that there is one law for the Europeans and another for the Indians?“ 
235. Adverting to the murder case in Pabna, where, notwithstanding the 
18 contrary opinion held by the assessors, the Judge 
e found the accused guilty and sentenced him to 
death, the Amrita Bazar Patrika asks what use are assessors and juries in this 
country when their opinions are not worth the paper on which they are written. 
The Patrika is astonished at the awful responsibility which the Judge has taken 
upon himself in disregarding the finding of the assessors, nee 
236. The Bengalee comments on the summary way in which the Calcutta 
1 3 High Court has recently disposed of an able and 
5 case or kalare of justice. laborate reference made to it by Mr. B. C. Mitter, 
Sessions Judge of Jessore, on a case in which the Subdivisional Magistrate of 
Naral held that the Lebuganti canal was a public channel from Sraban to Magh, 
but that the zamindars were entitled to maintain the bund from Falgoon to Ashar. 
The Sessions Judge was of opinion that the Deputy Magistrate had acted 
without jurisdiction. A petition made by the Khalishakhally people showed 
that they only wanted his assistance executively in getting a side channel 
widened and doors put on to the framework of a sluice gate. His finding 
shows that the Deputy Magistrate’s order was illegal, improper, and without 
jurisdiction. The High Court, however, without determining whether the views 
——— by the Sessions Judge were sound or not, summarily rejected the 
reference and went the length of saying that the order of the Magistrate 
was substantially right. 
There has thus been a failure of justice in this case. s 
237. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that Mr. Carey, the District 
We. Haws ake Magistrate of Hooghly, has again brought himself to 
e the unfavourable notice of the public, this time as 
the defendant in an assault case. Mr, Carey admits the assault, but pleads 
provocation. The complainan rene | 
in listening to a conversation that Mr. Carey was carrying on with his Afghan 
servant in Pushtu. The journal is astounded at Mr. Carey’s suggestion to the 
Joint-Magistrate, before whom the complaint has been filed, to drop the case, 
more particularly as he is the accused, and says that it will be a huge ecandal if 
o Joint-Magistrate owing to the pressure . to bear upon him by his 
official superior does not grant a process. 


238. The Behar Times writes that after the opposition have had their say 
‘The Validating Bi on the Validating Bill, the fact remains that no 

pies. _— alternative course, consistent with the interests of 
the University, was suggested, The Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale moved that the 
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t, however, urges that his whole offence consisted 
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Government should withdraw the objectionable notifications and then pass a 
Validatory Act to legalise the proceedings of the defectively constituted bodies; 
but if such an Act was considered to be ultimately necessary, where was the use 
in putting it off? Thus the plan adopted by Government was, in the opinion 
of the journal, the only one feasible without seriously dislocating the business 
of the Universities. : Nees 
239. New India writes ey the ty eo ce . unwill- 
. ingly exposed the true c r of British adminis. 
Lord Curson's convocation moch. — ln India by the indecent measure they 
brought before the Viceregal Council lust week, to validate certain illegal pro- 
ceedings of the Chancellors of the Indian Universities. The legality of these 
proceedings had been seriously questioned both in Calcutta and Bombay, and 
a case was actually instituted in the Bombay High Court, so that it did not 
become the Government to interfere in a matter that was still sub judice by 
passing a new law validating their own illegulities. 
240. Hast does not quite understand what led the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale 


is to oppose the Validating Bill which has just been 
* into law, as absolutely no object would have 
been gained by obtructing the work of the Universities for some months to 


come by useless litigation. Opposition may be made for the good of the people, 
but never for opposition's sake. | 
241. The Hindoo Patriot holds that the Viceroy’s address divested of 
1 the verbiage that encumbers the speech and partly 
67 blurs the real thoughts of the s 
lessons which the risi 


peaker, presents 
generation would do well to remember and follow. 
Many of the charges laid by Lord Curzon on the Indians are undeniable, and 
instead of seeking to lead the public astray by making them believe that the 
charges are absolutely groundless, it is better policy, in the Patriots opinion, to 
warn the people against them and effect an improvement. 
242. It seems, writes Reis and Rayget, that Lord Curzon in his vindictive 
mg Convocation address was still replying to Mr. 
Gokhale’s severe indictment against the Validating 
Bill. Taken by itself, the speech appears to be an outburst of the raving of 
one not in his senses, but taken in connection with the previous day’s re | 
ceedings in Council, it at once becomes full of significance. A great English- 
man once said that you cannot indict a whole nation, but Lord Curzon has 
performed the impossible. He has not only indicted all Indians, but all 
Asiatics! His jeremiad might have come with some propriety if he 
followed a high standard of public life himself and showed a little more 
sympathy and a little less hatred for the people he governs. 
243. After chiding Lord Curzon on the 3 ignorance that led him 
11 to proclaim, as if he were an accepted authority on 
truthfulness, that the highest ideals of truth were 
to a large extent a Western conception,” a writer in the Amrita Bazar Pairita 
goes on to comment on the execrable taste which prompted His Excellency 
to indulge, on so unsuitable an occasion, in the vilification of an entire race. 


The writer condemns with no less vehemence, the conduct of the Indian Fellows 


of the University in not leaving the hall, and considers that the blame that 
attaches to them for not doing so can 44 , e removed by their resigning in 
a body by way of protesting against the Chancellor's reckless denunciation. 


(e Local Self-Government and Munictpal Administration. 


244. The Bengalee calls the attention of His Honour to the constitution 


5 of the Bhatpara Municipality and the proceedings 
nm, the Municipal de Among the latter 
there are only three Indians, one of whom is in the pay of the local mill 
authorities, and none of them live in the place or have any permanent interest 
there. When Bhatpara formed a part of the Naihati Municipality the people 
enjoyed the elective system and could choose their own representatives on the 
auard. They have, however, been deprived of this right, with, the result 
their wants are not attended to and their roads and ghats are 
all in disrepair and neglected. | — cha 


(17 ) 


Business likewise. seems transacted in defiance of law and procedure, and 
a Commissiorer, who gave notice of certain motions, found them omitted from 
the list of business. and not considered at all by the Commissioners. . One-of 
these items is connected with the expenses. incurred by the Municipality ‘over 
the reclamation. of the Mirpur dust, which is now the property of the Manager 
of tho Kankinara Jute Mills, The law requires the expenditure to be 
sanctioned by the Commissioners.in meeting, and to be recovered from the 
owners. This does not appear to have been done, te 


245. Truth writes that plague has at last made its appearance in Howrah 

and cases have occurred at T'indel Garden and Tikea 
Parah - Bustees, but nevertheless the Municipality 
have taken no preventive measures. Numbers are leaving plague-infected 
districts like Muzaffarpur, Patna, and Gaya, and before they are allowed to 
mix with the people they should be segregated for a certain period. The 
journal also hopes that additional coolies will be employed to keep the 


f 


town clean. @ 


~, 


* 


246. The Bengalees Jajpur correspondent writes that the condition of 
. the central. part of the road leading to the Haripal 
1 road in railway station baffles all description. This is 
toast „due to a lack of proper supervision, for had 
the grant that has from time to time been made by the Serampore Local 
Board been judicicusly spent and the work properly done, the condition of this 
road would not have given rise to any complaint. As the work, however, has 
already been taken in hand, the writer hopes that the authorities wili see that 
there is no further waste of public money and that it will be properly done. 


247. A correspondent writing to the Telegraph complains that the 
23 Mahesb pur Municipality has done absolutely nothing 
the Maheshpur Municipality. to improve the sanitary condition of the town. 
The river Vairab from which the people draw their water-supply, has been 
choked up with sedges, so much so that in many places the water cannot be 
seen at all. The tanks are filthy and the well water is unfit for drinking. 
The town also is overgrown with brushwood, so that free ventilation is 
impossible, and the consequence is that maleria has been causing havoc among 
the inhabitants. 

Then, again, although there is no latrine system, the people have been 
prohibited from making well-privies, so that they are compelled to obey calls 
of nature in the neighbouring brushwood, thus making the insanitary condition 
of the town worse than it already is, The writer hopes that Mr. Agasti, who is 
now the Magistrate of Jessore, will remedy matters. 


248. A correspondent writing to the Amrita Bazar Patrita complains that 

since Saturday last, the people of Sonai and 

An appeal to the Municipal Garden Reach have been getting no filtered water 
authorities. | ° ° : 

: | on account of the pipe connection through the 
Docks having been damaged either by accident or through the negligence of 
the Port Commissioners. The Calcutta Municipality, however, assured the 
sufferers that they were making temporary arrangements to keep up the water 
copie but so far the temporary arrangements appear not to have been 
completed! The people of the locality, who are very poor, are unable to get 
water from the other side of the Docks, and they are freely using the dirty 
water of the ponds, etc. Apart from the question of the outbreak of epidemics, 
are the municipal authorities prepared to remit a portion of the tax for the 
period they fail to supply the people with water? 


Tlague in H owrah. 


(9)—Rathoays and Communications, including Canals and Irrigalion. 


249. The Telegraph writes that passengers between Howrah and Burdwan 
are put to the greatest inconvenience by the 
foe 1 coolies who work on the line, rushing into com- 
partments with all their paraphernalia, viz., baskets, shovels, spades, etc., and 
making themselves as comfortable as they can. Cannot the Railway Company 
provide separate cars for these mcn? 
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( 78 ) 


250. In the representation which the warehouse staff of the East 
) Indian Railway have submitted to the Agent, 
Grievances of the East Indian writes the Bengalee, it is stated that during the 
ast 18 months, a very large number of old hands 
or have N ae to the great detriment of the 
efficiency of the staff. The journal trusts that the Agent will ascertain the real 


cause of this lamentable state of affairs, and that the other grievances complained 
of will receive redress. : 


(h)— General, 


251. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that, although the object of the 
Pusa Conference was the agricultural development 
of the country, a project in which the Indians are 
vitally interested, not a single Indian was invited to take part in the 
proceedings. If, however, the Government have a sincere desire to improve 
the agriculture of the country, the one thing essential is that the new depart- 
ment must not be treated as a preserve for white men like most other 
departments, but the Indian elemeut should be largely represented. 

252. The Bengalee * the 14 * of ha 8 of the Port 

rust to the fact that the other day when a toll 

A discourteous Whart Officer. pass was applied for in respect of 271 bundles of 
jute at the Ruttola- Beniatola Toll Office, the officer in charge refused to grant 
it. The Assistant Superintendent, Inland Vessels Wharf, was accordingly 
written to either to grant a toll pass or to state his reasons for refusing to do 
so, but all the action he took was to tear the letter up after perusal. The 
journal hopes that the Vice-Chairman will make an enquiry into the complaint 
and warn the officer concerned to be more courteous in his treatment of those 
who may happen to transact business with him. 

253. The Bengalee learns that a circular which has for its object the 
further ostracism of the Bengalis from Government 
clerkships, has recently been published in the 
United Provinces. This journal also hears that 
the Accountant-General, Allahabad, has written to the Comptroller-General 
deprecating the holding of a co: petitive examination, as it would lead to 
Bengalis swamping the office, and is constrained to ask why tbis crusade is 
being waged against this particular class of Indians. The circular referred 
to above will operate with the grossest injustice on those Bengalis who have 
made the United Provinces their nome for generations past, and the journal 
accordingly urges them to vehemently protest against it. 

254. Referring of the movement that has been set on foot by Shaikh 
Reza Husain, Life-President of the Rifah-i-Am, 
for the extension of Sir James La Touche’s services 
: for at least another year, the Bengalee fears that 
public opinion is not unanimous on the subject and all are not agreed as to the 
unalloyed blessings of his rule. 

255. In reviewing the Bengal Land Administration Report, the Hindoo 
Patriot finds that there is an increase of Rs. 2, 47, 533 
in the current demand of cesses. As the necessity 
for such imposts as the Road and Public Works cesses is not so great as it was 
formerly when the construction and improvement of roads, etc., had to be 
undertaken, and also in view of the fact that the Municipalities are now 
responsible for public works within their respective jurisdictions, it is expected 
that both the rate and the extent of the cesses should be considerably reduced. 

Referring to the estates that were sold owing to their insolvency or to the 
non-payment of rent, etc., the journal urges that some amendment in the 
provisions of the sale law is absolutely necessary if the estates of the Indian 
2 who are loyal supporters of the Government both politically and 

nancially are to be N intact and not pass to money-lenders and other 
adventurers. With this object in view, the Patriot suggests that the payment 
of kiste, etc., should be postponed until such time as the raiyats are in 1 


to pay the rents due to their landlords, and that ure for 
the realisation of rents should not be resorted to. y e 


The Pusa Conference 


The crusade against Bengalis 
in the United Provinces. 


Sir James La Touche’s extension 
of service. 


Bengal land administration. 
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256. The Bengalee writes that when the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan 

Mazumdar first interpellated Government on this. 

Laan ae subject and urged that the lordlords’ fees held 

in deposit should be placed at the ig Fe of the District Boards for the 

improvement of the water-supply, Mr. arle replied that the money had 

lapsed to Government! The indefatigable member, however, argued this 

money was trust property and desired to be informed by what law it lupsed to 
Government. a4 a ; | 

This was apparently an unanswerable question, and Mr. Earle indulged 

in numerous equivocal statements, from which it is clear to the Bengatee that 

the accumulated deposits for the last 20 years have at last vanished. 


III.—LTOISsLATIOx. 


257. The Amrita Basar Patria asks whether the proposed game law 
as dni Alb bas anything to do with the great difficulty that is 
e a being experienced by the people generally in regard 

to the renewal of gun licenses during the current year. The Arms Act 
inflicted a grevious wrong on the people, and the universal opposition it 


received was greatly diminished by the liberal way in which its provisions have 


been worked, but if the new game law is going to have the effect of making 
the provisions regulating the grant of licenses stricter than they already are, 
it will be a most unpopular measure. But is there any necessity for amending 
the Arms Act in the way Government would seem to be contemplating, when 
they already possess the power, which is freely exercised, of ‘‘ disarming” any 
individual, class or community ? 


V.—PRospPects oF THE Crops AND ConDITIUN OF THE PEOPLE. 


258. The Bengalee hopes that the newly-reorganized Agricultural Depart- 
ment will keep their eyes open for any sign of 
a diminished harvest, so as to issue timely warnings. 
Recently prices of almost all kinds of provisions have increased, and this is 
attributed to deficient stock and supplies and apprehended scarcity. 

259. The Amrita Bazar Patrika is of opinion that malaria in Bengal 
demands greater attention from the Government 
than even plague. The main object of the road- 
cess was to improve the supply of pure water and the system of drainage in 
Bengal villages—as recommended by the Epidemic Commission of the sixties— 
but the people see very little of its benefits promised at the time the cess was 
imposed. Railway embankments are a contributory cause to the spread of 
malaria, as they check the free passage of water. Yet the Government, instead 
of compelling the Railway to keep large openings for this purpose, are 
indirectly encouraging them to construct fewer bridges. 


A general increase in prices. 


Malaria. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


260. The Amrita Bazar Patrika refers to the incident related by Lord 
a | Curzon in his book Problems of the Far East, 
PresidorCurzen and the Korean jn which His Excellency employed flattery and 
misstatement to win over the Korean President 
and obtain some important results on behalf of the Empire, and aske Lord 
Curzon to be charitable to Indians who flatter Englishmen. For surely, Lord 
Curzon had not the same imperative necessity to win the President as the 
Indians have of winning Englishmen in power, who are the rulers of the land 
and whom they must keep in good humour for their very existence. 
All the same, the Korean incident disproves His Excellency’s contention 
that there is a higher standard of morality among the Westerners. Were the 
highest ideal of truth really a Western conception, Lord Curzon would never 


4ve cared to present his dealings with the Korean Foreign Office as a great 
achievement. ge 
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261. In a lengthy article, the Amrita Bazar Patrtka proceeds to show 
io, aaa how, whenever the Indians have seriously and 
* — be ay pow fee 1 “systematically protested against any measure, they 


have always been suc 1. It goes back to the 
time of Sir F. Halliday, when five million indigo ryots combined to free 
themselves from their hard masters, the planters, and did so most 8 
in the face of the greatest difficulties. The journal then recounts how Lor 
Mayo’s attempt to abolish high education was frustrated, and how the Munici- 
ities Bill, the Vernacular Press Bill, the Chaukidari Tax Bill, the Age of 
nsent Bill, and the Bill for the Abolition of Trial by Jury, had each in their 
turn to be shelved owing to the spirited opposition they encountered. The 
Patrika points out that it is not the rulers who are changed, but the masses 
of the Indian people who have grown apathetic and listless. It exhorts them to 
pull themselves together and to vigorously defend themselves and their interests. 
262. There is one condition, writes the Bengalee, attached to the six 
| Herbert Spencer Indian Fellowships” founded 
i — Spencer Indian by Mr. Shyamaji Krishnavarma, of the Oxford 
eee Universit , that is specially gratifying. It is that 
each candidate selected must 1 declare that on his return to India, he 
will not accept any post, office, emoluments or service under the British 
Government. While Indians will never cease to demand a more adequate 
recognition of the claims of qualified Indians to the highest appointments under 
Government, the journal considers that it would be culpable if the services of 
the pick of Indian youths were lost to their country in consequence of the 
superior and more substantial attractions of Government service. 
263. It is clear to the Amrita Bazar Patrika that the Indians are being 
3 trampled under foot and divested of all political 
F rights by their conquerers merely because they are 
apathetic and do not stand up in defence of their interests. While the journal 
exhorts its countrymen always to be loyal and uever to raise their hand except 
in self-defence, it dwells on the necessity of vehemently protesting when they 
are unjustly treated and calumniated as they were the other day when 
they were called a race of liars. This alone will extort respect from those 
who now look down upon them. 5 
261. The Indian Mirror writes that the weakest and most objectionable 
part of His Excellency’s Convocation address was 
that in which he attacked the Hindu epics, which, 
moreover, constitute the Hindu religion. Lord Curzon’s action was all the 
more amazing, as his knowledge of Indian literature does not appe ir to embrace 
more than a few translated works. It would have been quite a different thing 
if His Excellency deplored the degeneration of the modern Hindus owing to 
their falling off from the high ideals taught in their Shastras or 2 out 
that uniruthfulness prevailed more largely in Hindu society to-day than it 
did in ancient times, but by impugning the truthfulness of Asiatics generally, 
His Excellency clearly showed that he was totally ignorant of the cardinal 


Lord Curzon on truthfulness. 


virtue taught in every religion, viz., that of respecting the feelings of others. 


268. In vilifying the Indians Lord Curzon appears to the Amrita Bazar 
Patrita to be carrying out the insidious policy of 
| the Government of India, which is to show the 
British public that the people of this country have reached such a state of 
moral degradation as to bs unworthy of any consideration from the Govern- 
ment. The groans of the people would thus go unheeded in England and 
the rulers would be free to work their own will on the millions they govern. 
It is thus absolutely necessary that the charge of mendacity brought b Lord 
Curzon against the Indians should be publicly and vigorously denied, otherwise 
future rulers may take advantage of this deliberately planned calumny to do 


Lord Curson's accusation. 


the country immense harm. 
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